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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this program were to develop the analytical tools necessary to
design heat pipes to meet the requirements of the ICICLE system and to design, fabricate,
and test two prototype heat pipes satisfying these requirements. An analytical model was
formulated for a cryogenic heat pipe. Thermal and transport analyses were developed to
predict the performance characteristics of various heat pipe designs. These analyses

also permitted optimization of various design parameters,

A series of four breadboard heat pipes were fabricated and tested to provide
inputs such as internal film coefficients, minimum capillary radii, and wick permeabil-
ities which are required for the analyses. In addition, during the breadboard tests, a
great deal was learned concérning. instrumentation, charging, and testing of cryogenic

heat pipes; and this knowledge was applied to the prototype heat pipes.

‘ After a thorough design analysis of three potential heat pipe wicks (slab, artery,
and axial groove), the first two were chosen for application to two prototype heat pipes.

Detailed designs were made of the two heat pipes and the units were fabricated.

Tests were conducted which verified the integrity and safety margin of the de-
sign to withstand the internal pressure at ambient temperature and fatigue of thermal

cycling.

During the acceptance testing in the vacuum chamber, no difficulty was expe-
rienced in priming the slab-wick heat pipe and it met the performance design require-
ments. Cool-down tests indicate two limitations for the rate of cool-down —- transport
within the heat pipe and heat sink capability. Since the heat sinking method used during
testing could not reproduce the heat removal characteristics of the VM engine, no direct

correlation could be made with the test results.

The artery-wick heat pipe would not prime with nitrogen working fluid for any
test conditions. It would not prime even afier repairs were made to assure that the
artery was positioned near the bottom of the tube. It is predicted that the artery can
prime at an elevation of 0. 06 cm, assuming a parasitic heat load of 1.6 watts. How-

ever, if the heat load is doubled, the heat pipe will no longer prime. To assure that
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the failure to prime was not caused by damage to the wick, tests were conducted with
ammonia. The artery was primed successfully many times. Experimentally, a static

wicking height of 3/4 of that theoretically obtainable with 325-mesh screen was indicated,.

iv



2,1
2.2
2.3
2.4

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWRD...I.II.‘...I...

ABSTRACT & v v v s v o s 0 0 a6 v o s s

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY . ... .

CRYOGENIC HEAT PIPE ANALYSIS . ..

Heat Transfer Analysis . .
Heat Transport Analysis .
Thermal Insulation. . . . .

Method of Design Selection

BREADBOARD EXPERIMENTS . . .. ..

Axial-Grooved Heat Pipe .
Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #1 . .
Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #2 . .

Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #3 . . . .

PROTOTYPE HEAT PIPE DEVELOPMENT

DeSi.gﬂ.o-.---.o.-.--.--...

Development Tests « + & & &

Fabrication of Prototype Heat Pipes . . .

Testing--...-------.oo.---

APPENDIX A - Cryogenic Heat Pipe Thermal Analysis Program

APPENDIX B - Cryogenic Heat Pipe Transport Analysis Program

APPENDIX C - Cleaning Procedure for Nitrogen/Aluminum

Cryogenic Heat Pipes « + + + + + &

APPENDIX D - Acceptance Test Plan for Cryogenic Prototype

Heatpipe-o...o--.-

Page
ii

iii

14
26
28

32

32
38
42
45

47

47
62
67
70



2.1

2.2

2,3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

2.14

2,15

2.16

2.17

3.1

3.2

LIST OF FIGURES

Heat Transfer Model of Cylindrical Heat Pipe . « « . « « « &+ &
Temperature Profile of Cryogenic Heat Pipe . . . . « . + . &
Temperature Difference and Heat to VM Engine Vs. Length .
Temperature Difference and Heat to VM Engine Vs. Diameter
Three Region Analytical Model . .« « v ¢ v ¢ s ¢ s s = s o s o &
Optimization of Collar Length .+ . « v v v 0 v 6o v v 0 0 s o o0

Maximum Heat Transport Vs. N, Vapor Temperature for a
50/200~Mesh Slab-Wick Heat Pip& « « « ¢ v v ¢ 4 o o o s o « &

Weight of 50/200-Mesh Slab-Wick Heat Pipe with Maximum
Transport Capability . . o ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ v o vt 0 s 0 0 s v 0 ¢ 6 oo

Maximum Heat Transport for N2 Composite Slab-Wick Heat
Pipes Vs. Mesh Sizeof Fine Screen . . » v « v s ¢ 4 o ¢« s s »

Weight of Optimized .N2 Composite-Wick Heat Pipe Vs, Mesh
Size Of FIN@ SCTEEN & &+ v « o o o s o o s 2 o s 8 ¢ « s s ¢ ¢ ¢ »

Optimized Performance Curve for an N2 Open-Artery Heat Pipe

Diameter of Optimized N 5 Open Artery Heat Pipe Vs. Elevation

Performance Curve for an N2 Closed-Artery Heat Pipe . . . .

Optimized Heat Transport Vs, Aspect Ratio for an Axially-
Grooved Heat PIDe v v v v 4 4 4 o ¢ o v o o s 6 8 s 5 s v s s s

Insulation System for Cryogenic Heat Pipe . « . + « + « « + +
Radiation Heat Leak Vs, Insulation Radius Ratio« + + « + + . &

Insulation Edge Heat Leak Vs, Heat Pipe O.D, . ... .. ..

Cross-Section of Axial-Grooved Heat Pipe . . « « « o + v o « &

Charging and Test Setup for Cryogenic Breadboard Heat Pipe

vi.‘

11

12

13

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

29

30

34

35



3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

4.1

4,2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4,%a

4.7b

4,8

4.9

4,10

4.11

4,12

LIST OF FIGURES (Cont'd)

Maximum Heat Transport (80K) Vs. Tilt for Cryogenic

Grooved Heat PIP@ « 4+ o« « o+ ¢ ¢ 2 s 0 6 o o ¢ o s s 2 2 s ¢ s 0 s »

Evaporator and Condenser Temperature Drops Vs. Input Power

Cryogenic Slab-Wick Heat Pipe . . .

Transport Capability of Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #1 « « « « + « + +

= &2 = & 5 & 2 & & 4 & 4 s & @

Transport Capability for Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #2 for Three Fluids

Comparison of Experimental and Theoretical Results for Slab-

Wick Heat Pipe #3 . . . » . . . .

Schematic of Heat Pipe Design

Analytical Temperature Profile for 1.27 cm Heat Pipe with
Slab Wick Including Insulation and Support Heat Leak

Cross-Section of Artery-Wick Heat Pipe

Grooved-Wick Heat Pipe Profile . . . .

Interface Flange Design « « « « v &+ ¢ & & & -

Schematic of Support Design . . . . . .

Model for Dynamic Vibration Analysis .

Model for Lateral Vibration Motion . . .

~ Qualification Sample « v v ¢ v o000 .

Comparison of Analytical and Experimental Burst Test Results
of Qualification Samples . « + + « + v v v o .

Slal; Wick Construction

* & & & & B 8 & 4 B F & B S & & B 2 s

Heat Pipe Showing Supports and Instrumentation . . . . . . . .

Charging and Test Setup for Cryogenic Prototype Heat Pipes .

vii-

Page

37
39
40
41

43

46

50

51
53
55
o7
58
60
60

63

65
68
71

73



LIST OF FIGURES (Cont'd)

Shunt Calibration . . .« & ¢ ¢ v v v 0 v o ettt e s n v s o
Start-Up Test for Crycgenic Heat Pipe with Slab Wick . . . .
Temperature Profile for Design Performance Test . . . . .
Maximum Transport Capability for Cryogenic Heat Pipe with
Blab WICK ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ 6 ¢ o ¢ o 6 s o o 6 0 0 6 8 0 ¢ s
Flow Chart for CRYOTHERM . . . . . ¢ 4 v v s s v s ¢ s s s
Program Listing + « v v 4 ¢ 6 ¢« ¢ o o o o 6 0 s v s s s o s v »
Flow Chart for CRYOTA . . 4 . ¢ ¢ v ¢ v v 6 v v v s o v s s

ngram Listing for CRYOTA L] - L] L] .. L] » L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L]

viii

75

77

78

- 80



3.1

4‘1

4,2

4.3

LIST OF TABLES

Comparison of Experimental and Analytical Results for

Slab-Wj.Ck Heat Pj-pe #2 L] »* & L] - L] L] * [ - L] - L . . - * -
Optimum Design of Slab Wick .+ 4 4 ¢ v ¢ v ¢ ¢ 4 ¢ s ¢ o o
Optimum Design of Axial-Grooved Heat Pipe « « « « « . &

Summary Of Test Res‘-llts LN [ ] » » LI . v & s & L] . L] . L]

Input Data Description « + « ¢ & & 4 4 s o ¢ o 5 ¢ 2 2 5 «
SampleInput Data & o 4 4 o o ¢ o o ¢ o s 0 0 0 o 0 s o o s
Input Data Description . v 4 « v ¢ o ¢ s ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o o s 5« »

Sample Listingof Input Data . . . ... ... ... .« v

ix -

Page

44

49
54

66



I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

Meteorological and communication spacecraft are experiencing requirements
for more sophisticated IR scanning radiometers, IR laser systems, and microwave
systems. These devices benefit, in sensitivity and performance, by being cooled to

eryogenic temperatures.

An Integrated Cryogenic Isotope Cooling Engine (ICICLE) system appears to
be an attractive concept for providing long life (two years or more) cryogenic cooling
in space. A miniature Vuilleumier (VM} cycle cryogenic engine is the central cooling
unit. A radioisotope heat source provides the thermal power to operate the VM engine.
Because safety considerations will dictate the location of the isotope and experiment re-
quirements will dictate the location of detectors which must be cooled, the components
of the ICICLE System will p-robably be distributed throughout the spacecraft. Conse-
quently, heat pipes will be used to couple the centrally located VM engine to other com-
ponents of the system. Cryogenic heat pipes (operating at about 7 7°K and transferring
1 to 5 watts) will distribute the cryogenic cooling to one or more remotely located

Sensors.

The purpose of this program was to develop a cryogenic temperature heat pipe
to interface with the VM engine being developed by GSFC for the ICICLE System to be
used in cooling an infrared sensor. In addition to devéloping 2 heat pipe demonstrating
adequate thermal performance, it was an essential requirement of the program that the
heat pipe be designed fo meet the environmental requirements of the ICICLE System.

Teo develop a flight qualified heat pipe, ambient temperature storage, thermal cyeling,
launch vibration, cryogenic insulation, and spacecraft structure interfacing were inves-

tigated during the program.
The program was divided into three main tasks:

[ Task I - Technical Evaluation: Analytical tools were developed and

design data generated.

. Task II - Design: Several designs were selected and analyzed; the
best two were carried to the point where detailed engineering draw-

ings were generated.



° Task III - Prototype Fabrication and Testing: The two heat pipes
were qualified to meet the program requirements including accep-

tance testing in a vacuum chamber.

In Task I, a thermal analysis was conducted on a model of the cryogenic heat
pipe. A computer code (CRYOTHERM) was developed to predict the femperature pro-
file along the heat pipe and perform design optimizations. In addition, another com-
puter code (HPAD) was used to evaluate heat transport capability of various wicks
(assuming uniform heat input) and to perform a design study for vapor storage. How-
ever, cryogenic heat pipes for the ICICLE application will, in general, dictate that the
heat input be nonuniform as predicted by the thermal model. A code, CRYOTA, was
developed to verify the transport capability of the design for nonuniform heat input.
Also, in Task I, four breadboard heat pipes (one with axial grooves and the remaining
three with slab wicks) were tested to verify the application of the computer codes and
to provide design data. The axial-grooved heat pipe demonstrated good performance;
however, the agreement with theory was poor. In all probability, the cause of this
poor agreement was the sensitivity of this design to elevation and susceptibility of this
design to "puddle" formation. The agreement with the slab-wick heat pipes was fairly
good. An insulation design study was made which permits an insulation design selection

to be made for a specific application.

in Task II, three preliminary wick designs (axial grooves, slab wick, and ar-
tery) were selected. An optimization and design analyses were conducted on each de~
sign with the result that the slab wick and the artery were selected for final detailed
designs. A Test Plan was generated which specified qualification and acceptance test

programs.

Two heat pipes were fabricated under Task III. All stages of assembly were
conducted under flight hardware conditions. Qualification tests were conducted to ver-
ify the ability of the heat pipes to contain the cryogen under various environmental con-
ditions. The slab-wick heat pipe was acceptance tested; the results of which agreed
fairly well with predictions. The artery heat pipe could not be primed with nitrogen

as the working fluid; however, it was tested andprimed quite successfully with ammonia.



The inability of the artery to prime with nitrogen was probably caused by the magnitude
of the heat load that the unprimed artery was required to carry and by small inconsis-
tencies in the artery shape and/or position. The poor fluid properties of nitrogen lead

to unreliable and inconsistent artery wick performance,

The remaining sections of this report elaborate the results obtained in this pro-
gram. Section 2 describes the analytical tools developed. In Section 3 the breadboard
heat pipe tests are described and compared with analytical results. The development of

the two prototype heat pipes is discussed in Section 4.



2. CRYOGENIC HEAT PIPE ANALYSIS

The analysis of cryogenic heat pipes which is presented in this section can be

separated into three individual parts:

e Heat transfer through the walls and liquid film into and out of the

vapor space
° Hydrodynamics of the liquid and vapor flow

. Radiative heat transfer through the insulation surrounding the heat

pipe

2.1 Heat Transfer Analysis

A thermal model of a heat pipe was developed. This model considers the radial
heat transfer at the evaporator and condenser and accounts for the axial conduction within
the heat pipe envelope. A typical application would be in a heat pipe which is used to cool
an infrared sensor. The sensor will be firmly mounted to a platform which, in turn, is
butted against the end of the heat pipe. Thus, the heat generated by the sensor will, at
first, be conducted along the wall of the evaporator and then gradually be transferred to
the vapor of the heat pipe. Because of the interface requirements at the condenser end,
the heat removal will take place in a similar manner; i.e., at first, radially from the
vapor to the condenser wall and then axially along the wall to the condenser interface.
The analytical model assumes that all heat into and out of the vapor is transferred
through the eylindrical part of the heat pipe. (The end surfaces will be neglected for
heat transfer.) Figure 2.1 identifies the analytic model for heat transfer. The model
assumes cylindrical symmetry. The heat pipe is divided into "n" regions of constant
thermal and physical properties. Each region will be characterized by external (ho)
and internal (hi) film coefficients, outside diameter (DO), perimeter (Po), wall thick-
ness (t), and the wall thermal conductivity (k). In addition, each region is specified
by a length (1). The surrounding environmental temperature (TO) is also specified.
Boundary conditions are the temperature (TS) at the evaporator end of the heat pipe
and the input heat flux (Qo) at the same location. This model results in a closed form

solution for the temperature profile.
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The heat balance for the control volume shown in Figure 2.1 requires that:

- + = 2_1
qx QY +ax 9 = 9
The first two terms represent the incremental change in heat conduction along
the wall, the next term is the heat input from the surrounding environment, and the term

on the right is the heat input to the vapor.

Replacing each term with its proper expression for heat transfer:

2-2

i(kA gI)Ax+h P AX(T -T)=h P Ax(T-T,)
o0 o ii f

dx dx
where A is the cross-sectional area of the heat pipe wall, Pi is the inner perimeter, and
T, is the vapor temperature of the working fluid (assumed constant throughout the heat

f
pipe). Equation 2-2 can be rewritten as:

2 h P +h P, h PT +h P, T
dT [ o o i i Te_ |20 © i} f 9-3
dx? kA - ka
The solution of this equation has the form:
T =&+ ﬁTf+Cemx+Ke_mX _ | 2-4

where o« , B, and m are constants involving ho’ Po' hi’ Pi’ k, and A, An analogous
solution holds for each region along the heat pipe. Continuity between regions is maintain-

ed using the following boundary conditions:

. The axial heat flux within the wall across each boundary must bhe

continuous.
e The temperature must be continuous across the boundary.
] The total net heat input by all sections to the vapor must be zero.

For a heat pipe with "n" regions, each of the first two boundary conditions result in "n"

equations (after including the external boundary condition at the end of the heat pipe).



The remaining boundary condition results in one more eguation which is sufficient-to
solve for the 2n + 1 unknowns; i. e., the 2 n integration constants Cn and Kn and the

fluid temperature Tf.

A computer program (CRYOTHERM) was developed which calculates the tem-
perature profile along the wall, heat transfer to and from the working fluid and pipe
wall, the axial heat transport requirement by the fluid L KQf dx, and the heat trans-
fer per unit length to the fluid. The thermal model can handle up to 25 regions in which
each of the geometric parameters (i.e., wall conductivity, and film coefficients) can
vary from region to region. Appendix A describes in more detail the computer code

CRYOTHERM. Input information and a listing of the program are also presented.

The simplest case which was analyzed involves one single region. Figure 2.2
shows the predicted temperature profile caleulated by the program. The internal film
coefficient used in the calculation corresponds to a single layer of 200-mesh stainless
steel screen in contact with the inner wall of the tube. The working fluid is liquid nitro-
gen. The external film coefficient is representative of twenty-five layers of aluminized
mylar wrapped around the pipe in a vacuum environment. Significant thermal gradients
occur only at the evaporator and condenser regions. The transport section, by far the
largest section of the heat pipe, is essentially isothermal, although it is in this region
that the major heat leak into the pipe occurs. Note that the temperature drop in the con-
denser is significantly greater than that in the evaporétor. This results from the fact
that the heat rejected at the condenser is the sum of the heat input at the evaporator and

the heat leak into the pipe from the environment.

Using this single region analysis, the effects of variation in heat pipe length
and tube diameter can be investigated. Figure 2.3 indicates the variation of overall
temperature drop and heat removed with heat pipe length, The heat input, at the evap-
orator end in all cases, was one watt. Notice that the heat oufput at the condenser in-
creases linearly with length due to a corresponding increase in the surface area of the
pipe. The linear increase in temperature difference is a direct result of the increasing
heat leak. The temperature difference across the condenser increases correspondingly
as the heat leak increases. The temperature difference at the evaporator, on the other

hand, remains constant as long as the heat input from the sensor does not change.
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The effect of the variation in heat pipe outside diameter is shown in Figure 2.4.
As with increasing length, the heat removed from the condenser increases linearly with
diameter due to the increased surface area. However, the overall temperature differ-
ence decreases with diameter because of the increase in cross-sectional area of the tube.
Thus, the evaporator and condenser temperature differences are smallest when the diam-
eter is large. But the heat delivered to the condenser, which is affected mostly by the
length of the transport region, is smallest when the diameter of the heat pipe is small.
These observations lead to the following conclusions. A heavy walled region is desirable
in the evaporator and condenser regions, and a small diameter thin-walled tube is opti-
mum for the transport region. A model which represents an optimized geometry is
shown in Figure 2.5. The inside diameter of the heat pipe remains constant throughout
the entire length. The wall thickness varies however, being greater in the evaporator
and condenser regions and small in the transport region. These regions of thicker wall
resemble collars around the heat pipe. A typical profile curve is also shown in Figure
2.5. The basic shape of the curve does not appear different from that shown in Figure
2.2. However, the differences lie in the lengths of the effective evaporator and condens-
er regions (regions where the temperature is varying noticeably) and the magnitude of the
overall temperature drop. In the profile curve of Figure 2.5, the long flat region corre-
sponds approximately to the vapor temperature of the fluid in the heat pipe; hence this is
essentially adiabatic. Note that the true evaporator (region where the input heat flux en-
ters the vapor and where a'large gradient occurs) is much shorter than the length of the
arbitrarily selected evaporator collar. The same is true of the condenser end of the pipe.
This mismatch between actual and physical evaporator and condenser lengths occurs be-
cause the collar lengths chosen for this example were longer than necessary for the heat
flux and other parameters of the system. By adjusting the lengths of the collars it is
possible to arrive at an optimum length without appreciably increasing the overall tem-
perature drop across the pipe and, at the same time, decreasing slightly the parasitic
heat losses of the system. The weight of the collars for this example would then be
minimized,

Both the thickness and the length of the collars affect the temperature profile
along the heat pipe. Figure 2.6 shows the effects of various collar thicknesses (evapo-

rator and condenser collars of equal thickness), all of which were chosen to be ten

- 10 -
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centimeters long, As the collars become thicker, the temperature drop across the
condensér and evaporator decreases due to the larger cross-sectional area of heat
conduction in the collar. At the same time, the effective evaporator and condenser
lengths (defined by the rapidly changing temperature regions) become longer as the
thickness of the collars increases. For a fixed heat input, the vapor temperature
increases as a direct resuit of the smaller temperature drop at the evaporator, and
the overall AT across the heat pipe decreases. The heat output at the condenser end,
as determined by the temperature gradient at that end of the heat pipe, increases with
greater collar thickness due to the increased outer surface area exposed to the ambi-

ent environment.

The gross effect of varying the length of evaporator and condenser collars on
the overall A T and the heat output (both collars of equal length and thickness) is illus-
trated in Figure 2.6, Starting with a long collar the temperature drop remains essen-
tially constant until the collar length equals the actual length over which heat is entering
the vapor. Beyond this point, the temperature drop increases rapidly. The heat output
for the two cases decreases as the collar is shortened because of a decrease in surface
area for transfer of parasitic heat into the system. The optimum length of collar is a
trade-off between weight, heat output, and overall temperature drop. The particular
application for a cryogenic heat pipe will determine the criteria for choosing the opti-
mum length collar. In Section 4, where a design of a-cryogenic heat pipe is developed,

specifications are presented which allow such an optimization to be made.

2.2 Heat Transport Analysis

The heat transport analysis considered the hydrodynamic aspects of the heat
pipe using two separate digital computer codes. First, the "Heat Pipe Analysis and
Design' (HPAD) code was used to make a preliminary selection of a wick based on
uniform heat load. The selected design was then further evaluated for the nonuniform
heat load conditions consistent with the results obtained in the heat transfer portion
(Section 2.1). This was accomplished using the Cryogenic Heat Pipe TranSport- Analy-
sis (CRYOTA) computer code. Basically, this latter program solves two first order

ordinary differential'equations which describe the vapor and liguid pressure drops in

-14 -



the heat pipe. Since the radial heat inputs vary along the pipe, the pressure balance
must be satisfied by numerical integration, To perform this task, a fourth order
Runge-Kutta method has been incorporated into the program. A pressure balance on

a control volume requires that:

net liquid vapor body force
capillary | = | pressure| + | pressure | + head
head drop drop (if any)
JAY Pc = A Pl + A Pv + B.F.

The above equation can be written in differential form:

dp dp aP
[ 1 v

- T @ tP e

The liquid pressure drop is:

ot O nym ()
& T kAo

The vapor pressure drop is given by:

0.06556 pvz 7/4
— T T (Re) »  Re 22200
4P LPv v
—_—
dx 8 B I:nv (x)
2 Re < 2200
2 ]
/ov Av Rv
where: drnV (x) ) dm1 (x) ) Qrad (x) R - m_ (x)
dx dx a A ? €= ru R
v v
and Pl = liquid density
g = gravitational force
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tilted angle

#l = dynamic viscosity of liquid

k = permeability

A1 = liguid area

pv = dynamic viscosity of vapor

Py = vapor density

Rv = hydraulic radius of vapor
Qra a- radial heat flux

A flow chart, input/output information, and a listing of "Cryogenic Heat Pipe Transport

Analysis' are presented in Appendix B.

The computer program "CRYOTA", which handles nonuniform heat inputs, is
used to determine the cross—-sectional area of the wick needed for the particular heat
pipe and specified thermal load distribution. The thermal input conditions for CRYOTA
are obtained as part of the output of the heat transfer analysis. First, the program
checks if the vapor flow has exceeded the sonic limit. The output of the computer anal-
ysis is either ''yes" or "no'; i.e., the heat pipe with the specified wick geometry either
can or cannot handle the heat load applied. If the answer is yes, the program will de-
termine the required fluid charge and, for comparison, an equivalent heat transport
capability based on a uniform heat input. If the vapor flow is laminar, it will also de-

termine an effective Heat Transport Capability Factor QLeff‘

As stated before, the HPAD computer code was used to analyze varicus wick
geometries using uniform heat load. This program also determines the wall thickness
necessary to contain the working fluid at a specified storage temperature and the weight
of the heat pipe including fluid and wick. If a weight analysis is performed, the comput-
er program does not take into account variations in wall thickness along the heat pipe.
Thus, the weight of collars at the evaporator or condenser must be added to the weight

of the heat pipe calculated using the program.
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Figures 2.7 and 2, 8 are examples of performance curves obtained using the
HPAD cbmputer code for one specific composite slab wick containing alternate layers
of 50 and 200-mesh screen. Figure 2.7 presents the maximum heat transport capability
of this design as a function of nitrogen vapor temperature for two heat pipe diameters.
Figure 2. 8 shows the corresponding weights of the heat pipes having maximum transport
capability. The weight determination assumes stainless steel screen mesh and an alumi-
num heat pipe wall of uniform thickness sufficient to contain the working fluid at ambient
temperature with a safety factor of 2 greater than its yield strength. Notice that in Fig-
ure 2.7 the maximum transport capability occurs near the normal boiling point of the
fluid (77 K for nitrogen). Also, the minimum heat pipe weight as shown in Figure 2.8
oceurs near this same temperature. If similar curves are computed for other mesh
sizes (the same large mesh which provides fluid flow and various fine screens which
provide capillary pumping), a summary curve can be plotted which illustrates the effect
of screen size. Figures 2,9 and 2.10 are two such curves for a nitrogen vapor temper-
ature of 80 K. Figure 2.10 presents the weight of heat pipes designed for maximum heat
transport. Note that Figure 2.10 shows very little weight reduction advantage for screen
sizes greater than 300 mesh. This is due to the increased wall thickness needed to con-

tain the fluid at ambient temperature.

Typical performance curves for an arterial wick are shown in Figures 2,11,
2.12, and 2.13. The artery sits on the bottom of the heat pipe wall. The first curve
gives the maximum transport capability of the open artery versus heat pipe elevation.
The curve has been optimized for artery diameter. This curve would be used to pre-
dict the maximum elevation of the heat pipe for which the artery would prime if the
heat load is known (for a cryogenic heat pipe this load is, at a minimum, the parasitic
heat leak into the system). Figure 2,12 can then be used to determine the diameter of
the artery which provides the required transport capability for priming at the selected
elevation, The maximum heat transport of the closed artery versus artery diameter
is presented in Figure 2.13. Curves are given for two screen mesh sizes. The per-
formance of the open artery does not depend on the screen mesh but only on the diam-

eter of the artery.

Figure 2. 14 shows performance curves for an axially-grooved heat pipe. The

maximum transport capability versus aspect ratio (groove depth to width ratio) is shown
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for several vapor temperatures. As expected, the greater this ratio the greater is the
transpoi-t capability. The computer code also determines the optimum number of grooves

and the land width for each aspect ratio,

Similar performance curves are required in a later section of this report to de-

sign cryogenic heat pipes for specific requirements.

2.3 Thermal Insulation

Adequate thermal insulation of a cryogenic heat pipe is critical because of its
extremely low transport capabilities. In most cases, the parasitic heat leaks into the
system are as great or greater than the heat transport requirements of the intended
application. Every attempt must be made to keep these losses to a minimum by ade-

quately insulating the heat pipe.

The effectiveness of NRC-2 multilayer superinsulation was studied for use with
these heat pipes.l This type of insulation is frequently used for cryogenic applications.
The heat leak was determined for various thicknesses of insulation. A gold-plated radi-

ation barrier was assumed to minimize the heat leaks at the edges of the insulation.

Figure 2. 15 illustrates the configuration of the NRC-2 insulation and radiation
harrier around the cryogenic heat pipe. The heat leaks associated with this insulation
system are the thermal losses radially through the insulation and the end losses asso-
ciated with the radiation barrier. Ambient temperature is taken to be 300 K, and the
heat pipe and thermal barrier are assumed to be at 80 K. For NRC-2 insulation, a
minimum conductivity of 4.15 x 10-? watt/cm-K can be achieved at a packing density
of 60 layers per cm. The governing equation for radial heat conduction from a ecylin-

drical tube through the insulation is:

Tf) 2rk (T -T)
1

Q—:d(— min 2-10
G iy

1NRC—2 Superinsulation Data Sheet; Metallized Products Division of King-Seeley Thermos
Company
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where @ (Tf/Ti) is a correction factor for NRC-2 insulation, T, is the heat pipe temper-

ature, and Ti is the temperature of the outer wrap of insulatiorf. The heat loss, due to
radiation from the outer layer of the insulation, must equal the conduction term above.
An iteration shows that T1 23 T0 where T0 is the ambient temperatufe of the surround-
ings, With this approximation, the above equation can be solved for various values of
ro/ri. Figure 2.16 summarizes the results, The heat leak through the insulation de-

creases with increasing ratios of ro/ri'

The radiation heat leak associated with the barrier shown in Figure 2,15 is
the sum of the radiation into the clearance gap (e = 1.0) and the radiation to the ex-
posed surface of the barrier (¢ = 0.05). Figure 2.17 summarizes the total heat leak
for various heat pipe diameters and ratios ro/ ri. The barrier has been assumed to be
isothermal and at the heat pipe temperature. The results shown in Figures 2.16 and
2.17 indjcate that the lowest total heat leak exists for the smallest heat pipe diameter.
Obviously, minimum practical heat pipe diameter is determined by the heat transport

requirements and by fabricability.

2.4 Method of Design Selection

In order to arrive at a cryogenic heat pipe design, several initial specifications
are necessary. Because of the characteristics of the VM engine, it is desirable to spec-
ify both the temperature at the condenser and the maximum amount of heat to be rejected.
The total length of the heat pipe may also be a specified requirement. The thermal per-
formance specification should include a description of the operation of the heat pipe, the

heat input, orientation, and the maximum permissible temperature drop.

Parameters which are to be determined by the analyses are the wick configura-
tion and size, the inside pipe diameter, minimum pipe wall thickness, and the length and
thickness of the evaporator and condenser collars, Several wick structures should be
investigated; and the final design will depend on factors such as cost, reliability., fabri-

cability, and ability to meet thermal performance specifications.

The following is the design approach to be used. First, a heat transport anal-

ysis using HPAD will give performance curves (similar to those shown in Section 2. 2)
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for each wick structure under investigation. After a wick structure which best meets
the specifications has been selected, the inside diameter of the heat pipe is chosen and

the minimum wall thickness is determined by the pressure containment requirements.

CRYOTHERM is utilized to determine the remaining design parameters. Film
coefficients, necessary to perform the analysis, must be supplied by independent mea-
surement or by separate analysis. The parasitic heat leaks through the insulation and
the supports are represented by external film coefficients. The thermal analysis yields
thermal profile curves similar to those shown in Section 2.1. The minimum evaporator
and condenser lengths are not sensitive to collar thickness; therefore, each can be opti-
mized independently. The collar thickness must be selected based on the specific re-
quireménts. Larger collar thicknesses lower the total temperature drop at the expense
of inereased weight and amount of heat rejected. As a final step, CRYOTA is employed
to verify that the heat pipe with the selected wick design operates with the nonuniform

heat input determined by the heat transfer analysis.
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3. BREADBOARD EXPERIMENTS

Four cryogenic heat pipes were fabricated and tested in this phase of the pro-
gram. One heat pipe had an axial-grooved wick and the remaining three contained var-

ious forms of slab wicks.

There were several reasons for conducting these breadboard tests. Compari-
sons of experimental and analytical results were necessary to verify the analytical mod-
els. In some cases, certain parameters, which could only be arrived at experimentally,
were also needed to make correct analytical predictions. For the cryogenic heat pipes,
the evaporator and condenser film coefficients had to be experimentally determined. To
a lessef ektent, this technique was also needed to determine wick properties, such as
minimum pumping radius and permeability. Because of the varied techniques in pro-
ducing or forming various wick structures, the standard analytical approach for deter-

mining these parameters may not be valid in all cases.

An additional advantage of the breadboard experiments was that they provided
valuable experience in testing cryogenic heat pipes. Methods of thermocouple attach-
ment, installation of insulation, condenser heat sinking, and cryogen charging were
investigated. The techniques developed were incorporated in the testing of the proto-

type heat pipes.

Each heat pipe was cleaned and assembled in accordance with accepted prac-
tices. None of the heat pipes were designed to contain the internal pressure at ambient
temperature. Each heat pipe was tested at several cryogen {ills and therefore could not
be hermetically sealed. The cryogen charge was introduced while the instrumented heat

pipe was in the vacuum chamber and ready for thermal testing.

3.1 Axial-Grooved Heat Pipe

This heat pipe was 141 cm long with an outside diameter of 1.27 ¢m and con-
tained 30 axial grooves along the inside surface. Each groove was 0.06 cm wide and
0.09 cm deep. The grooves were not rectangular in cross-section but were wider at

the bottom than at the top, and each had an average area of 6.3 x 10_3 cmz. Figure
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3.1 shows a cross-section of the heat pipe. The evaporator and condenser lengths were
10 ¢m eéch. The pipe was constructed of 6061-T6 aluminum, and the outside surface
was plated with nickel so that thermocouples and a condenser collar could be firmly at-
tached by soldering. At each end of the heat pipe the grooves were sealed with a weld.
This was done in order to isolate each groove from the others. Experimental evidence
indicates that with open grooves the liquid will drain from the upper grooves when the
pipe is operated in a gravity field. This drainage occurs because the liguid communi-
cates, between all grooves, at the end of the heat pipes. Consequently, the liguid in the
upper grooves must sustain a gravity head approximately eyual to the tube diameter. If,
on the other hand, the grooves are isolated, the characteristic height in a gravity field
is of the order of the width or depth of the groove depending on its angular position on

the circumference.

Figure 3. 2 illustrates schematically the heat pipe and its instrumentation for
testing within the vacuum chamber. The heat pipe was mounted on a support frame and
leveled after inserting the frame into the vacuum chamber. The orientation of the pipe'
was changed by adjusting the leveling pads supporting the entire vacuum chamber. The
elevation was measured using a surveyor's transit to sight on two machinists' scales
positioned at opposite ends of the chamber. A blanket, consisting of sixteen wraps of
super insulation, was wrapped around the pipe along its entire length and arcund the
liquid nitrogen reservoir. Tests were conducted with and without this insulation to de-

termine its effectiveness.

The procedure for charging the pipe consisted of first filling the liquid nitrogen
reservoir in order to cool the condenser end of the heat pipe. A relatively large and pre-
cisely metered storage volume was then pressurized to a predetermined nitrogen pressure,.
A known mass of gas was, therefore, contained within the storage tank. The gas was then
released into the heat pipe where it condensed on the cold condenser walls and slowly fill-
ed tile grooves. The change in pressure within the storage reservoir was proportional to
the mass of nitrogen entering the heat pipe. In addition to the masc ofn
to fill the grooves, the heat pipe charge must provide for the mass of the vapor.needed to

fill the vapor volume of the heat pipe. The mass of vapor needed to fill the volume of all

the connecting tubing, valves, and gauges back to the valve between the pipe and storage
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volume must be accounted for. However, this correction is small, amounting to only
about 3% of the total charge. A charge of 21.5 grams of nitrogen corresponds to a 100%

fill of the grooves.

Observations of start-up of the pipe during the charging procedure indicate the
heat pipe becomes isothermal over a progressively longer portion of its total length as
the grooves slowly fill with fluid. The rate of cooldown depends, to a great extent, on
the rate at which the cold reservoir can remove heat from the condenser and on the ther-
mal mass of the heat pipe system. For the geometry of this experiment where the con-
denser is surrounded by a bath of liquid nitrogen, this heat removal is much greater

than that which could be achieved in a VM engine.

The heat pipe was tested in a horizontal orientation and at several negative
(evaporator above condenser) elevations up to 0.56 cm. Tests were conducted with

fluid charges corresponding to 95%, 110%, and 120% of the theoretical fill,

The maximum measured heat transport capability versus elevation is shown
in Figure 3.3. Also included in the figure is the theoretical curve calculated using the
HPAD computer code. The theoretical model predicts a much lower static height and
a lower transport capability for the horizontal orientation. The experimental curve
implies a minimum pumping radius of 1.5 x 10_2 em while the analysis is baéed on
one-half the groove width (3.0 x 10_2 cm) for this rad_ius. The permeability given by
the experimental curve for 110% fill is 8.0 x lO-4 cmz, and the analysis computes a
value of 1.1 X 1()_3 cmz. The difference in permeability may be partly caused by ir-
regular variations in the groove shape along the length of the pipe. The discrepancy
between the two curves could also be caused by the "puddle'" effect which, if present,
enhances the performance. This effect is elevation dependent, being more predomi-
nant at low elevations since at this orientation the puddle extends further towards the
evaporator. The theoretical curve ipdicates that the grooved heat pipe is not capable
of supporting a high elevation. This implies that the heat pipe performance will be
extremely sensitive to even a small puddle in the condenser. The results shown in
Figure 3.3 for the other fills support this argument. The underfilled data (95%) re~
sults in less puddle; hence the performance is less for the same elevation. The 120%

fill data indicates higher performance and suggests a large puddle.
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In Figure 3.4 the evaporator and condenser temperature drops are plotted as
a function of input heat for the insulated heat pipe. The tilt of the pipe does not have 2
significant effect on the trend as shown by the data points, A straight line drawn through
the data can be related to a film coefficient for the respective regions of the pipe. The
measured film coefficient was . 0235 watt/cmz-oc for the evaporator and . 206 watt/cnﬁz—

C'C for the condenser.

3.2 Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #1

This heat pipe was made from 6061-T6 aluminum tubing with an outside diameter
of 1.27 ¢m, a wall thickness of 0,089 c¢m, and an overall length of 91.5 ecm. The inside
of the tube was threaded along its entire length (19 grooves/cm, 0.01 cm deep) to provide
for circumferential fluid distribution, The main wick was a centrally located porous slab
wick consisting of a core of Regimesh2 (0.159 cm thick by 0. 636 cm wide) surrounded by
several layers of 200-mesh screen to give a final thickness of 0,318 em. The Regimesh
core was composed of alternate layers of 100 and 200-mesh screen. Figure 3.5 illus-
trates the cross-section of the wick and the heat pipe instrumentation used for testing.
Heat was applied by means of resistance heaters located along 10 cm of the pipe at one
end. The other end was inserted 10 ¢m into the liquid nitrogen reservoir to provide
cooling for the condenser. Thermocouples were peened into small weld beads of alu-
minum located on the outside of the pipe. The heat pipe was installed on the fixture and

placed in the vacuum chamber for testing.

The pipe was charged with nitrogen in a manner identical to that described pre-
viously. Tests were conducted with various fluid charges and at several elevations from
horizontal to -1.85 ¢m (evaporator above condenser). The slab wick was oriented in the

vertical plane.

The heat pipe was capable of transporting 5. 2 watts in the horizontal orienta-
tion and the maximum wicking height was 2.54 ¢cm. The maximum transport capability
is shown in Figure 3.6 for several elevations and fluid charges. The analytical curve
shown in the figure is for a slab wick of 100 and 200-mesh screen which is similar but

not quite the same configuration as the wick which was actually used.

2
Trade name for sintered sereen material fabricated by Aircraft Porous Media, Inc.,
Glen Cove, New York
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The effect on heat transport capability of the flow resistance of the circumferen-
tial grooves was investigated in another programa. The transport capability can be ad-
justed for this effect to show the true performance of the slab wick, and this adjustment
is shown in Figure 3.6. The permeability and minimum capillary radius determined from
the adjusted experimental curve are 1.0 x 10—5 cm2 and 6.2 x 10-3 c¢m respectively. The
radius is approximately that of 200-mesh screen (6. 85 x 10—30 m) but the permeability is
much greater than the theoretical value for 100-mesh screen (1.9 x 10_6 cmz). However,
the actual permeability should be greater because the 200-mesh screen also contributes
significantly to the fluid flow. The two screens are relatively close in mesh size and
much more 200-mesh was used in its fabrication, The measured film coefficients were

0.08 watt/cmz-oc for the evaporator and 0.13 watt/cmz-oc for the condenser.

Tests were conducted with this heat pipe to evaluate different orientations of the
slab wick. Theoretically, a horizontal orientation should result in a slightly larger trans-
port capability in a one "g" environment. The underlying assumption is that the effective
static height which the wick has to support is less when the wick is oriented horizontally.
However, in this orientation the fluid must be transported by the secondary circumferen-
tial threads from the puddle into the sereen wick. This added liquid pressure drop in the
condenser overrides the advantage of the wick orientation. Test results showed that a

vertical orientation of the slab actually yielded slightly higher transport capability.

3.3 Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #2

An aluminum tube 62.0 c¢m long, having an outside diameter of 1.27 cm and a
wall thickness of 0.089 cm, was used to fabricate this heat pipe. The same circumfer-
ential grooves were employed as in the previous slab wick heat pipe. The wick was made
of alternate layers of 30 and 200-mesh stainless steel screen which was spotwelded to-
gether. The entire wick was finally completely wrapped with another layer of 200-mesh
screen., Ten layers of 30-mesh and nine layers of 200-mesh screen, having a total cross-
section of 0.597 cm by 1.04 ¢m, were used. The evaporator and condenser lengths were
10 em each. The heat pipe was tested first with ammonia and then in the vacuum chamber
with Freon-13 and nitrogen. The transport capability versus elevation is shown in Figure

3,7 for the three fluids, Table 3.1 summarizes the experimental parameters and, for

3DTM-73—7, "Technical Summary Report for Heat Pipe Development”, July 1973
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Experimental Analytical
Fluid 5
K (cm?)* r, (em) K (cm®) r, (om)
. -5 -3
Ammonia 1.64 x 10 - 6.70 x 10
-5 -3 -5 -3
Freon-13 7.0 x 10 5.65 x 10 > 1.79 x 10 6.85 x 10
. -5 -3
Nitrogen 3.62x10 6.85 x 10
*Adjusted for Groove Effect
TABLE 3.1

COMPARISON OF EXPERIMENTAL AND ANALYTICAL RESULTS FOR
SLAB-WICK HEAT PIPE #2




comparison, analytical values are also included. The experimental values are in fair

agreemént with the analytical values for ammonia and nitrogen. For Freon-13, the prop-
erties are not well known and the experimental results were based on only two data points
which may explain the larger variations. The experimental film coefficients for nitrogen

2
are 0.18 watt/cmz—DC for the evaporator and 0,12 watt/cm —OC for the condenser.

3.4 Slab-Wick Heat Pipe #3

This heat pipe was fabricated from an aluminum tube which was 91.5 cm long
and had an outside diameter of 1. 27 ¢cm and a wall thickness of 0.089 cm. As with the
other two slab wick heat pipes, the tube was circumferentially grooved internally. On
the outside of the tube, small beads of aluminum were welded so that thermocouples
could be peened into holes drilled into the beads. The wick was composed of six layers
of 50-mesh and seven layers of 200~mesh stainless steel screen which were spotwelded
together. A final layer of 200-mesh screen was wrapped around the entire wick. Heat
was applied with an electric heater over 10 e¢m at one end, and the 11.4 cm long condens-
er was placed in the liquid nitrogen reservoir. The test setup and charging techniques

are the same as described in Section 3.1,

Measurements were made of the maximum heat transport capability for various
elevations and charges (19.1 grams of nitrogen corresponded to 100% fill). The results
are summarized in Figure 3.8 and, for comparisen, the theoretical curve is also shown.
The data obtained near horizontal orientation exhibits the characteristic ''puddle' effect,

thus the measured performance is greater than predicted.

The experimentally determined capillary pumping radius is 8.1 x 10—3 ¢ com-
pared to a theoretical value of 6. 85 x 10_3 cm for 200-mesh screen. The measured per-
meability of 8.0 x 10_6 cm2 agrees well with the theoretical value of 7.8 x 10—G cm2 for
50-mesh sereen. The evaporator film coefficient was 0.014 watt/cmz-oc. This is much
smaller than coelficients measured on the other three slab-wick heat pipes. It is possible
that, because of poor contact between wick and threaded tube in the evaporator, the wick
cannot feed sufficient fluid to the inner walls. This increased flow resistance would cause

the grooves to dry out and result in an increased AT in the evaporator.
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4, PROTOTYPE HEAT PIPE DEVELOPMENT

This section describes the design, development, fabrication, and testing for two
prototype heat pipes. In the design phase, several wick configurations were investigated
and two were chosen for fabrication of heat pipes. Development tests were conducted to
verify the integrity of the design from the standpoint of safety and reliability of cryogen
retention. The purpose of the test program was to verify the analytical models, to mea-
sure the operating characteristics and limitations of such heat pipes, and to provide en-
gineering data for future designs. Also, the tests were used to uncover any design weak-

nesses and evaluate possible design improvements to correct these weaknesses.

4.1 Design

The objective of this task was to arrive at the final design of two cryogenic heat
pipes which could best meet the thermal and mechanical requirements of the ICICLE sys-
tem. In order to select two final designs, three preliminary designs were initially in-
vestigated (composite-screen wick, axial grooves, and closed artery). The preliminary
designs were based on conclusions reached during Task I of the program. Design consid-
erations were ground and flight safety at ambient temperature, sensor interface require-

ments, heat pipe to spacecraft attachment, and insulation techniques.

Several basic parameters were selected during an interface meeting between
GSFC and Dynatherm. The overall length of the heat pipe was established as 100 cm,
and 2.54 cm was the largest diameter permitted for the outline of the heat pipe (exclud-
ing support rings and condenser interface). The condenser interface design was speei-
fied in the Cryogenic Heat Pipe Interface Specification #69-5869(21) submitted by Aire-
search Manufacturing Company after concurrence by Dynatherm Corporation. This
design will be discussed in more detail in the following section. The maximum heat
rejected at the condenser was specified as 4.0 watts. The nominal power input at the
evaporator was specified as 0,5 watt with the evaporator elevated 0. 254 cm above the
condenser. The condenser temperature was selected to be 80 K. In order to meet the
above requirements, the heat pipes were designed to handle an evaporator input of 2-3

watts,
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Detailed thermal and mechanical designs were generated for all three configu-
rations (slab wick, arterial wick, and axial grooves). Later, the axially-grooved heat
pipe was eliminated because of its sensitivity to elevation. The following sections de-

seribe the design approaches for all three configurations.

4.1.1 Slab-Wick Heat Pipe

An analysis as described in Section 2 was based on the specified requirements.
Table 4.1 summarizes the mechanical design parameters and Figure 4.1 shows a sche-

matic of the heat pipe.

In the analysis, evaporator and condenser film coefficients of 0.18 watt/cmz—OC
and 0.12 watt/c mzvoc, respectively, were used (experimental results obtained with the
breadboard slab-wick heat pipe #2). In the transport region, where there are no circum-
ferential grooves on the wall, the internal film coefficient was assumed to be 0. 0005 watt/
cmz—OC which corresponds to a forced convection film coefficient. This value was used
since only vapor should be in contact with the tube wall in this region, The heat loss
through the insulation was determined using Figure 2.16 in Section 2.3 and 1'0/1:'i = 2,

The film ceefficient, based on this heat loss, is 9.1 x 10"7 watt/c mz-—OC. The supports
consisted of 0.0735 cm diameter stainless steel stringer wires. They are described
more fully in a following section. A conduction and radiation heat leak was determined
for these wires. For the purposes of the analysis, it was assumed that the heat entered
the walls uniformly over 1 cm length of the heat pipe. The external film coefficients as-
gociated with the supports were 1.23 x 10_4 watt/c mz-OC in the evaporator region and
2.36x 10_4 watt/c mz—oc in the transport and condenser regions. The considerations in
selecting the 325-mesh screen were availability, heat pipe weight, and pressure contain-
ment, The largest pore size screen, which can prime with nitrogen in a one "'g'' gravity

field at the required elevation, is 60 mesh.

Including the heat leaks through the insulation and the support structure, the
total temperature drop across the heat pipe was predicted to be 6. 3°C for an evaporator
heat input of 3.0 watts. The heat rejected at the condenser is 4.7 watts., Figure 4.2
shows the predicted temperature profile. The supports and evaporator/condenser bound-

aries are also indicated on the curve. The uniform heat input analysis predicts that the
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TABLE 4.1

OPTIMUM DESIGN OF SLLAB WICK

Composite Wick

. 60/325~-mesh stainless steel screen
. 0.227 ¢m thick

. 5 layers of each mesh size (a final wrap of 325 mesh)

Working Fluid

° Mass: 14.26 grams of nitrogen

2
e  Pressure at ambient (300 K): 1.34 x 107 N/m
) Wall thickness to contain fluid: 0.089 cm

. Safety factor for containment of fluid at ambient temperature: 2.9

Evaporator

® Length: 6 cm
[ 0.D.,: 2,54 c¢m; I[.D.: 1.09 cm
e Circumferential fluid distribution by 31.5 full threads/cm

™ Heated surface: 2,54 cm diameter flat end

Condenser

° Length: 6 em
® O.D.: 2.54¢m; I.D.: 1.09 cm
[ Circumferential fluid distribution by 31.5 full threads/cm

[ End of condenser will have interface configuration (see Fig. 4.5)

Transport Section

(] O.D.: 1.2Tcm; L[.D.: 1.09 cm
¢  Length: 88 cm
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heat pipe will carry 4.06 watts at 0. 254 ¢m elevation. In a zero "g" environment, the

maximum heat transport capability is 5.44 watts.

The heat pipe material selected was 6061-T6 aluminum. The fill tube location
(shown in Figure 4.1) was chosen to minimize interference with other design considera-
tions. In the selected location, the fill tube is protected from accidental damage by the
interface hardware. As shown in the figure, the increased wall thicknesses in the evap-

orator and condenser regions result in a collar-like appearance.

4.1.2  Artery Heat Pipe

The analysis presented in Section 2, when applied to an artery wick configuration,
results in a mechanical design which is identical to the slab wick design for the evaporator,
condenser, and transport regions., This result obtains because the film coefficients are
the same for both cases. The predicted temperature profiles, therefore, are also iden-
tical. The minimum wall thickness, required for pressure containment, is also the same
for the artery and the slab wick because this is the minimum wall thickness that it is prac-
tical to fabricate. The artery is constructed of 325-mesh stainless steel screen and has
a diameter of 0.135 cm. The artery lies against the wall of the tube as shown in Figure
4,3, The bridge in the figure is used to hold the artery against the wall and is formed
from the same screen. The unprimed artery can, theoretically, fill itself at an elevation
of 0.08 cm, assuming the heat load during this time is only that of the parasitic heat leak,
The calculated nitrogen charge is 2. 6 grams which results in an internal pressure of 2, 82
X 106 N/m2 and a safety factor of 13, The predicted transport capability of the unprimed
artery is 0.8 watt-meter at 0. 06 cm elevation. When the artery is primed it is capable
of transporting about 38 watts at which point the vapor flow is turbulent. The heat flux

limit in the threads will limit the transport to inputs in the range of 10-20 watts.

4,1.3 Axial-Grooved Wick Heat Pipe

The design analysis of the axial-grooved heat pipe was optimized for minimum
fluid inventory rather than for maximum transport capability because of the pressure
containment requirement. Table 4, 2 summarizes the mechanical design. The envelope

material is 6061-T6 aluminum and, except for the relative lengths of each region, has
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TABLE 4.2

OPTIMUM DESIGN OF AXIAL-GROOVED HEAT PIPE

Groove Design

. 33 grooves

) Groove width: 0.041 cm
® Groove depth: 0.1016 cm
] Fin width: 0.044 cm

Vapor diameter: 0,883 cm

working Fluid

. Mass: 12,54 grams of nitrogen

2
e Pressure at ambient temperature: 1.62 x 107 N/m

. Wall thickness to contain fluid: 0.089 cm

® Safety factor for containment of fluid at ambient temperature: 2.4

Evaporator

] Length: 10 em
. QOutside diameter: 2,54 cm

] Heated surface: 2,54 cm diameter flat end

Condenser

® Length: 7 ecm

® Outside diameter: 2.54 cm

Transport

(] Length: 83 cm

. Outside diameter: 1.27 cm
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the same outline as shown in Figure 4.1. Figure 4.4 gives a typical temperature profile

‘ 0
predicted by CRYOTHERM for this type of heat pipe. An overall temperature drop of 10 C
oceurs for a heat input of 3.0 watts, The maximum heat transport capability is 367 watt-

em at an elevation 0. 254 cm.

The internal film coefficients used in the analysis were those measured on the
axially-grooved breadboard heat pipe. Actually, the transport region becomes an evapo-
rator because of the parasitic heat leaks; thus the evaporator film coefficient was applied
to this region. The external film coefficients were the same as used on the previous two

designs.

4,1.4 Condenser Interface

As stated before, the design of the condenser interface was specified in the
Airesearch Interface Document. The end of the condenser was configured to this speci-
fication so that it could be interfaced to a typical VM engine. Figure 4.5 shows this
flange configuration. The interface joint should be filled with either a soft metal such
as indium foil or a flight-qualified thermal grease. The interface has an area of 33.6

sz and the pressure is specified as 6.9 x lO5 N/mz.

4.1.5 Heat Shunt

The heat shunt was designed to interface with. the condenser end of the heat pipe
and to transport the heat load to the liquid nitrogen reservoir which serves as a heat sink.
It was fabricated from OFHC copper and designed such that the heat removal rate could
be measured during steady-state operation. To accomplish this, a 1.31 em diameter
rod was used as a shunt between the heat pipe and the reservoir. Thermocouples attach-
ed to the rod measure the temperature drop associated with the heat flux. A one watt

load results in a 1°%c temperature drop along 7 ¢m of its length.

4.1.6 Supports

The supports were designed to minimize heat conduction and withstand launch
forces. The heat pipe was supported at three axial positions ~~one near each end and

one in the center. The supports are shown schematically in Figure 4,6, Stainless steel
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stringers were chosen as main supports. Other stringers were investigated, such as
Kapton ribbons; but stainless steel wire (0.0635 c¢m diameter) was found to be superior
because of its high Young's Modulus, resistiveness to "notching"”, and low thermal con-~
ductivity. At each location, supports were formed at four orthogonal orientations, At
two of these locations (the evaporator end and the center), the four stringers were ori-
ented perpendicﬁlar to the heat pipe wall. At the condenser end (Figure 4, 6), eight sup-
ports were used and opposed each other in pairs at an angle of 60 degrees to the heat

pipe wall. This support configuration restrains the heat pipe along all axes of vibration.
Static analyses have been performed on the cryogenic heat pipe support structure for the
specified vibration environment. The loads in the three orthogonal axes produce stresses

considerably below the yield stress of the stainless steel support elements.

Dynamic vibration analyses were performed tolidentify the resonant frequencies
of the heat pipe system which are in the specified frequency spectrum. The model for
this analysis is shown in Figure 4. 7a. The heat pipe is assumed to be completely rigid
and is of a uniform mass per unit length, The spring constant for the individual stringer
wire is related to Young's Modulus (Y = 2 x 1011 N/mz) and the dimensions of the wire by

the following expression:
A
k=Y L 4-1

where A is the cross-sectional area (3.16 x 10—3 cmz) and L the length of the wire (2. 54

cm). The stringer wires used in this design have a spring constant of 3.48 x 106 N/nt.

For axial vibrations, the restoring forces are applied by the axial components
of the stringer wires oriented at 60 degrees to the heat pipe. The system can be reduced
to a single mass (M) supported axially between two springs -- each with a spring constant
K=4kcos 600. The resonant frequency for this case is given by:

fo oL
2T

P
I
[ R

2K
M

For a heat pipe weighing 454 grams, the resonant frequency is 743 sec-l.
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FIGURE 4. 7a
MODEL FOR DYNAMIC VIBRATION ANALYSIS
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The resonant frequency in either of the other two directions is more difficult
to determine. The worst case occurs when the vibration is applied along the direction
of the support wires because, in this case, only two wires are reacting al each support.
Force components applied in any other direction will result in a greater restoring force
than experienced with a single wire. Only the worst case was analyzed. The motion of
the heat pipe (Figure 4. 7b) can be expressed by a pair of differential equations ~-one for

lateral displacement (y) and the other for rotational motion (8):

3 2 L _ -
Y= u (2 kl +k2)y M (k2 kl) @ 4-3
N _ 12 -
0= ML (kz kl)y M (k1+k2)9 4-4

These equations assume small angular displacements. The solution of these simultaneous

. N A - -1
equations results in two resonant frequencies -- 2130 sec 1 and 956 sec .,

The longitudinal resonant frequency and cne of the transverse frequencies (956
Sec_l) are within the frequency range specified for the vibration test (10-2000 sec_l).
However, the greatest acceleration load of 18.5 g occurs below 400 sec-l. Above 400
sec_l the applied g-load drops off to approximately 5-7 g. The model used in defermin-
ing the resonance frequencies assumes no hard mount. However, when this system is
used to cool an infrared sensor, it may be necessary .to hard mount the evaporator end
of the heat pipe. This would increase the resonance frequencies substantially. Based
on this analysis and until the heat pipe application and support system is specified more

completely, it is recommended that the designed support structure be accepted.

4,1.7 Thermal Insulation

An approach to insulating the heat pipe which is similar to that described in
Section 2.3 was used in the prototype heat pipe design. However, since an electric
heater was substituted for an infrared sensor, an insulation system was used which
enclosed the entire heat pipe and made it unnecessary to use a radiation barrier. In
addition to the 1.27 x 10-3 cm thick aluminized mylar multilayer wraps, an outer wrap
of heavier gauge aluminized Kapton was employed to support the mylar film and prevent

it from being compacted.
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Good installation practices require that no exposed edges be permitted since
these would absorb energy like a black body. Also, continuous wraps were not permit-
ted on the inner 12 layers. Ideally, each layer of insulation should be an isothermal
surface. Successive layers overlap one another where penetrations are made for sup-
ports, heater leads, and thermocouple leads. This minimizes heat leaks around the
holes; however, a considerable leakage occurs by conduction and radiation associated
with these supports and wires. A total of 29 wraps of insulation were specified and re~

sults in a heat leak of 8 x 10_4 watt/cm of length along the heat pipe.

4.1.8  TFinal Design Selection

Of the three designs selected for study, the slab wick is the first choice because
it met the thermal requirements with a minimum temperature drop and can be easily fab-
ricated., The thermal performance of the axial-grooved heat pipe is adequate; however,
it is extremely sensitive to elevation and the fabrication of the grooved tubing may be
very difficult and expensive. The artery heat pipe is relatively easy to fabricate and,
once primed, it possesses the required thermal capability. However, priming the arte-
ry is elevation sensitive and potentially unreliable. The cost of fabricating the grooved
tubing was the main reason for ruling out its use for this program. The slab and artery

designs were chosen for the two prototype heat pipes.

Assembly and detail drawings were made for the two designs and the processes
were specified. An Acceptance Test Plan, which specified the tests to be conducted on

the prototype heat pipes, was prepared.

4.2 Development Tests

Development tests were conducted to qualify the containment design (ability to
withstand ambient temperature pressures, creep, and thermal fatigue). Tests were con-
ducted on tubing samples configured to the adiabatic region of the prototype heat pipes.

A full-scale prototype heat pipe was hydrostatically tested to burst to check the effects

of welding.

Six qualification samples (Figure 4. 8) were fabricated. The cleaning was in
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accordance with the cleaning procedure 031-1021 (Appendix C). The samples were
welded é_fter cleaning and heat treated to restore the T6 condition. Subsequently, the

samples were helium leak tested and radiographically inspected.

Each sample was tested in accordance with 4.3 of 031-1023 (Appendix D). The
nitrogen charge of the slab-wick design was used because it is the largest and, conse-

quently, represents the most severe condition.

Each sample was initially subjected (for 10 minutes) to an internal hydrostatic
pressure of 1.69 x 107 N/m2 (2450 psia) which corresponds to the pressure at a storage
temperature of 65°C (1500F). The samples remained helium leak tight and did not dis-

tort during this test.

The samples were thexi charged with 2,44 + , 05 grams of nitrogen which was
slightly greater than the intended charge of 2. 34 grams. Three of these samples were
stored at 25°C, and no noticeable changes in either weight or dimensions have taken
place after 15, 000 hours of storage. BSince a 1 mgm change in weight can easily be de-
tected, the gross leakage rate must be less than 1.5 x lO_8 std cm3/sec. The measure-
ment sensitivity for detecting a dimensional change is about 0. 0005 cm which corresponds
to an ambient temperature creep rate of less than 2,7 x 10&8 cm/cm-hr at a stress of

9,65 x 107 N/n12.

The three remaining samples (SN-4, S8N-5, SN6) were cycled between 77 K and
300 K for a total of ten times each to evaluate the fatigue of the material during transient
start-up and shutdown portions of a cycle. No weight or dimensional changes were ob-
served as a result of this test, indicating that no permanent deformation or gross leak

occurred,

Samples SN-4, SN-5, and SN~6 were then burst pressure tested to verify an
adequate safety margin for the design. Each sample was heated slowly until it burst.

Table 4.3 summarizes the results of these tests.

Figure 4.9 presents the theoretical burst pressure of a 6061-T6 aluminum tube
versus temperature. The curve is for a 1.27 cm diameter tube with a wall thickness of
0.08% cm. Also included are the experimental data from Table 4.3 indicating a burst
pressure greater than predicted. This would be expected since the curve is based on

minimum material properties.
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TABLE 4.3

Rupture Calculated
Charge Temperature Burst Prezssure Location
Sample No. {grams) °cy N/m of Failure
SN-4 2,39 211 2.42 x 107 End Cap Weld
SN-5 2.46 212 2,50 x 10 End Cap Weld
SN-6 2.46 192 2,39 x 107 End Cap Weld

Figure 4.9 indicates that at the maximum nonoperating temperature of 338 K
(internal pressure of 1,65 x 107 N/mz), the heat pipe tube has a burst pressure of about
4,34 x 107 N/m2 which provides a safety factor of 2. 6. The burst pressures given in
Table 4.3 were determined for the specified charge and temperature of nitrogen gas,
assuming that nitrogen obeys the Ideal Gas Law. The error in making this assumption
is approximately 12% within the experimental temperature and pressure range. The

values in the table are low by this amount; therefore, the safety factor is greater than

the data would indicate,

Failures during the burst tests occurred at the weld in the end cap indicating
that the tube itself might sustain a slightly higher pressure. However, dimensional
measurements taken on the tubes after failure indicate that the diameter had increased
in size by approximately 1% or 0.005 inch. Thus, the tube material was beginning to

yield at this temperature and pressure.

A full-size burst sample, which had the same outer configuration as the proto
type heat pipes, was fabricated. It contained support collars since the welding associ-
ated with their attachment could potentially reduce the strength of the heat pipe. The
wick was not installed in this burst sample heat pipe and the external plating was elim-
inated.

The sample was processed in accordance with the Test Plan 031-1023. The
internal hydrostatic pressure was slowly increased until failure occurred at 5.15 x 107

2 . .
N/m"~. This pressure is about 16% greater than predicted from the burst strength of

6061-T6 and results in a safety factor of 3.8 at room temperature. The failure, as
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expected, occurred in the thin walled tube about 5 em from the condenser collar.

4.3 Fabrication of Prototype Heat Pipes

Two heat pipes were fabricated in accordance to Dynatherm Drawing 031-1007.
A summary of the heat pipe design for each wick configuration is given in Section 4.1,
One heat pipe contained a slab wick and the other one an artery wick. Except for the
type of wicks and the amount of charge, both heat pipes were identical in construction,

support structure, insulation protection, and instrumentation.

4,3.1 Wick Fabrication

The slab wick, supplied by Aircraft Porous Media, Inc., consisted of a com-
posite of six layers of 325-mesh and five layers of 60-mesh sintered stainless steel
sercen. The design and installation of the wick is shown in Figure 4.10. The edges
of the wick were machined to proper size., A single layer of 325-mesh screen was then
spot welded over the entire wick including the ends. The wick was then fit-checked into
the evaporator and condenser sections. The fit was considered acceptable when the wick
was difficult to push into the bore of these sectiong. If the fit was too loose, additional
layers of 325-mesh screen were added at the evaporator and condenser ends only. The
wick was then inserted into the heat pipe tube, the inner diameter of which was slightly

greater than the threaded inner diameter of evaporator and condenser.

The artery wick was fabricated as shown in Figure 4.3. The artery was formed
by wrapping 325-mesh screen around a 0.135 c¢m (0.053 inch) diameter rod and spot weld-
ing the overlapping screen to itself. After removing the mandrel, one end of the artery
was closed off by spot welding a tab of 325-mesh screen to one end. The artery (about
1 cm longer than needed) was then tested to determine its static pumping height. A
small tube was soldered to the open end of the artery and connected to a methanol-fiiled
manometer. The wick was submerged in a trough of methanol, and the air trapped in
the artery was pressurized by adding fluid to the manometer. The wicking height was
determined by observing the column height which could be supported before bubhles es-
caped from the artery. The artery had to be patched with solder at several locations

before it could support a pressure head of 15 cm of methanol (corresponding to the
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pumping capability of 3256-mesh screen). The wick was then trimmed to its final length
and the remaining end closed by spot welding a tab over it. Since this final closure of
the wick cannot be pressure checked, it was placed at the condenser end so that small
leaks would not affect capillary pumping. The bridge of the artery wick (Figure 4. 3)
was shaped such that when placed in the evaporator and condenser sections, the artery

was forced against the threaded surfaces.

4.3.2 Fabrication of Heat Pipes

All aluminum details were cleaned in accordance with 031-1021. The wicks
were degreased with acetone and then placed in a solution of nitric acid to remove traces
of copper which might be present from spot welding. After cleaning, the parts were

stored in the class 100, 000 clean room to await final assembly.

Welding of the heat pipes was performed in the clean room using a welding tool.
This tool assured proper orientation of the wick, support collars, and condenser end. A
line placed on the heat pipe tubes was used o indicate wick orientation. The heat pipes
were then evacuated to a pressure less than 1 x l(}"6 torr. The slab-wick heat pipe was
heat treated. The artery heat pipe could not be heat treated hecause solder had been
used to patch the wick, Burst tests conducted during weld development on the ATS pro-
gram indicated a 27% reduction in burst pressure strength if 6061 aluminum is not heat
treated after welding. Referring to Figure 4.9, the hurst pressure at room tempera-
ture is reduced to 3.25 x 107 N/m2 and at 65°C the burst pressure is 3.17 x lO'7 N/mz.
However, the calculated charge for the artery wick is so much smaller than the slab
wick charge that these pressures still result in safety factors of 13 at 25°C and 11 at

65°C.

Radiographic examinations were conducted of both heat pipes to verify weld
integrity. Also a helium leak check was made to a sensitivity of 1 x 10—9 std cc/sec

of air.

The two heat pipes were nickel plated so that thermocouples could be attached
by soldering. Before attaching the chromel-alumel thermocouples, they were calibrated

at 273 K and 77 K. At the ice point, the thermocouples were within -_l~_l/4OC; and, at
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liquid nitrogen temperature, the agreement was within + 2°C. The heat pipes were in-

strumented with thermocouples, a heater attached, and the pipes insulated.

A copper heat shunt was installed to interface with the condenser end of the
heat pipe. Thermocouples were attached along its length so that the heat conducted hy
the shunt and delivered by the heat pipe could be measured. The other end of the heat
shunt was’inserted into a reservoir of liquid nitrogen which served as a heat sink. The
heat shunt and the reservoir were also insulated to reduce thermal heat leaks into the
system. Stainless steel wires were strung between the support collars and the mount-
ing rings. The heat pipe, supported by the rings, was mounted on a test rack which
also contained the heat shunt and reservoir; and the shunt was bolted to the condenser.
Figure 4.11 is a photograph of the heat pipe attached to the shunt before the insulation

was applied.

4,4 Testing

The two prototype heat pipes were tested in accordance with Paragraph 5. 3 of
the Acceptance Test Plan. This section also discusses the method of determining the
elevation of the heat pipe when it is in the vacuum chamber and the procedure used to

charge the heat pipes.

4,4,1 Measurement of Heat Pipe Elevation

The test rack with the heat pipe and the liquid nitrogen reservoir was placed
on a bench in the laboratory. The rack was supported by four jack screws which were
placed under the rack at the same locations as the supports in the vacuum chamber.
Using a transit, the rack was then leveled to within 0.0127 ¢m (0. 005 inch) at four ref-
erence points. The heat pipe was then leveled to the same accuracy. Since the heat
pipe was already insulated, access holes were provided so that the scale would contact
the top surface near each location where the heat pipe was supported. The vacuum
chamber was also leveled using two reference points on the extreme ends {the top of
the guide pins were used for this purpose). The test rack with heat pipe was then placed
inside the vacuum chamber, and the four pads supporting the rack were adjusted until

the same four reference points of the rack were again level. With the completion of
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this step the heat pipe and the chamber were considered level. In order to change the
orientation of the heat pipe, the entire chamber was tilted by means of an adjusting
screw at its base. The tilt was measured by observing the difference in elevation of
the two guide pins at the ends of the chamber. The actual heat pipe orientation was
determined from this measurement and a scale factor (the ratio of the heat pipe length

and the distance between the guide pins).

4.4.2 Charging of the Heat Pipes

The heat pipes, with instrumentation and insulation installed, were placed in
the vacuum chamber. A schematic of the setup for charging is shown in Figure 4.12,
A valve was attached to the fill tube, and a tubular connection was made between this

valve and the outside of the chamber through a vacuum tight feed-through.

After the vacuum chamber was evacuated, the heat pipe condenser was cooled
to eryogenic temperature by filling the reservoir with liguid nitrogen. The heat pipes
were charged by filling the external charging reservoir with a known pressure of nitro-
gen gas, The volume of the reservoir had been previously measured; thus the mass of
nitrogen in the reservoir is determined from the Ideal Gas Law. As the gas is admitted
into the heat pipe, it condenses at the cold end, fills the wick, and cools down the entire

heat pipe.

Selection of the optimum charge was done empirically. This was accomplished
by charging the heat pipes with different amounts of fluid and then conducting a prelimi-

nary performance test while the pipes were still installed in the charging fixture.

The slab heat pipe was tested at three nitrogen charges (11.8 grams, 12.4
grams, and 13,1 grams). It was previously determined analytically that 14.16 grams
are necessary to fill the wick. However, the sintering process used to form the slab
wick results in a somewhat lower porosity than the value used for the analytical deter-
mination. The slab heat pipe was tested horizontally and at an evaporator elevation of
0.254 cm above the condenser. At 11.8 grams, the wick was wnderfilled resulting in a
premature burn-out at low power levels. With a charge of 12.4 grams, the heat pipe
operated satisfactorily at 2,0 watts and at 0. 254 cm evaporator elevation. Larger con-

denser temperature gradients occurred when the fluid charge was increased to 13.1
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grams indicating an excess amount of fluid. Thus 12. 4 grams was selected as the op-
timum fill. This charge results in a lower internal pressure (L.45 x 107 N/mz) and
larger safety factor (3.0) at the storage temperature of 65°C than previously discussed
in Section 4.2, After evacuating the slab heat pipe, it was removed from the vacuum
chamber. With the evaporator oriented down, this end was cooled in a liquid nitrogen
bath and the heat pipe refilled with 12, 4 grams of nitrogen. The valve on the heat pipe
was then closed and, while the heat pipe was kept cold in the liquid nitrogen bath, the
fill tube was pinched and welded off to its final dimension. The heat pipe was then al-
lowed to warm up slowly to room temperature before it was prepared for final accep-

tance testing.

The same charging technique was applied to the arterial-wick heat pipe. How-
ever, because of priming difficulties with the artery, this pipe was never pinched off,
Instead, it was tested extensively with different charges while the valve was still at-

tached.

4,.4.3 Test Results for Prototype Slab-Wick Heat Pipe

The heat pipe was tested in the vacuum chamber in accordance with the Accep-
tance Test Plan 031-1023, The test setup is the same as the one shown in Figure 4,12
except that the Charging Unit was disconnected during the acceptance tests since the

heat pipe was pinched off,

The heat shunt was calibrated by operating the heat pipe with the condenser
elevated 0.508 cm above the evaporator. The temperature drop along the shunt was
measured for several electrical heat inputs. Figure 4.13 is a plot of this data. The
curve has been extrapolated to a zero temperature drop which occurs at a "negative"
heat input of 4, 0 watts. This value represents the total parasitic heat leak into the
heat pipe. This heat leak will not vary appreciably as long as the operating tempera-
ture of the heat pipe remains within the range of 80 K to 100 XK. Thus, for all subse-

quent tests, the parasitic heat loss was taken to be 4.0 watts.

4.4.3.1 Heat Pipe Start-Up Test

No electrical power was applied to the evaporator heater during this test, and
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the evaporator was elevated 0. 254 ¢m above the condenser. The heat pipe was initially
near room ambient temperature. Start-up was simulated by introducing liquid nitrogen
into the heat exchanger at a constant rate. The temperature profile was monitored pe-
riodically until the entire heat pipe was cooled down to approximately 90 K. Three tests
were run, each at a different cool-down rate, An additional fourth test was conducted

with the heat pipe oriented horizontally.

Figure 4.14 summarizes the results of the tests. Figure 4.14a shows the cool-
down rate of the condenser and Figure 4, 14b that of the evaporator. The cool-down rate
of the condenser appears to be independent of the cool-down rate of the reservoir, The
slope of all curves in Figure 4.14a is approximately the same at temperatures below
220 K. It is believed that this behavior is peculiar to the condenser and shunt design

and not indicative for a heat pipe cooled by a VM engine.

The cool-down rates of the evaporator are more representative of the heat pipe
behavior. The rates during Runs 1, 2, and 3 follow closely those at the condenser, but
the beginning of cooling is delayed by approximately 50 minutes. When the heat pipe is
oriented horizontally (Run 4), the cooling occurs at a much faster rate once it is initiated.
This can be attributed to the heat transport mechanism in a heat pipe. Heat transport
from the evaporator (and its associated cooling) is achieved by capillary forces pumping
against viscous flow losses and gravity. In the absence of an adverse gravity vector
(Run 4), the capillary forces can sustain larger circulation rates of the working fluid

and hence provide a faster cool-down rate of the evaporator.

4.4,3.2 Performance Tests With Design Heat Load

The heat pipe was operated in a steady-state mode with the evaporator elevated
(. 254 c¢m above the condenser and with an electrical heat input load of 0.5 watt., Because
of parasitic leaks, the output power is thus 4.5 watts. Figure 4.15 shows the tempera-
ture profile along the heat pipe for this input power. The 2°C temperature vise just be-
yvond the evaporator is due to the fact that approximately five thermocouples, including
the ones in question, penetrate the super insulation at this point. These thermocouples
are being influenced by the warmer environment outside the insulation, Disregarding

. . . a .
this rise, the overall temperature drop from evaporator to condenser is 6.5 C with
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almost all of this drop occurring at the condenser end. The heat removal rate at the
condenser is nine times greater than the heat input rate at the evaporator and is the
reason for the large condenser temperature drop. If the temperature drop to the flange

is included, the total drop is 8.0°C instead of 6.5°C.

4,4.3.3 Heat Transport Capability Tests

The maximum heat transport capability of the heat pipe was determined at three
evaporator elevations (. 244 c¢m, 0.325 cm, and 0.500 cm). Measurements of evaporator
temperature drop versus heat input are used to detérmine the maximum capability at a
given elevation. Figure 4.16 summarizes the results for the three elevations tested.
Included in the figure are the actual test data and the correction for parasitic heat leaks.
It was assumed that the latter occur uniformly along the length of the heat pipe and 2 watts

have heen added to the effective evaporator load.

The static wicking height is 1.0 cm; and, when the inside diameter of the heat
pipe is included, the height becomes 2.1 em. This is approximately half the wicking
height predicted based on the wire size and screen opening for 325-mesh screen. Sep-
arate static wicking height measurements made with samples of the slab wick material
and methanol yielded the full wicking height calculated for the screen pore size. The
discrepancy observed during the cryogenic tesis is probably due to either a dry out of
the screw threads in the evaporator which resulted in a premature burn-out condition
or the outer 325-mesh screen could have been damaged during assembly. The perme-
ability computed {rom the data of Figure 4.16is 3.4 x 10—9 metersz. This measured

permeability is higher than predicted for a 60-mesh screen.

The extrapolation of the test data to the horizontal orientation yields a heat
transport capability of slightly more than 7 watts compared to a prediction of 4. 3
watts, The discrepancy is due to a combination of much higher than predici\ed perme-
ability and somewhat lower effective capillary pumping., The data also yield an evap-

2 A

orator film coefficient of 0.152 watt/em™ -~ C which compares favorably with the design

2
value of 0.18 watt/cm -Cc.
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4.4.4 Tests With Prototype Artery-Wick Heat Pipe

The prototype heat pipe with an artery wick was placed in the vacuum chamber
and prepared for testing in a manner identical to that employed for the slab-wick heat
pipe. The [fill tube on the heat pipe was connected through a length of tubing to the man-
ifold outside the vacuum chamber so that the nitrogen charge could be introduced and
varied. BSection 4.4. 2 describes this method of charging. A charge of 2.6 grams was
determined analytically to be the minimum quantity necessary to fill the artery and

Screen,

The condenser end was first cooled down with liduid nitrogen in the reservoir,
The working fluid was introduced to allow the entire heat pipe to cool down as the wick
primed. The elevation was varied from +0.63 cm to -0. 63 c¢m and the charge was var-
ied from 2,6 grams to 12,0 grams during numerous attempts to prime the artery. The
pipe cooled down because the screen became saturated with liquid and possibly also be-

cause of a puddle for large fluid charges. However, the artery could not be primed.

An X-ray of the heat pipe indicated that the wick in the evaporator end had
twisted approximately 90 degrees, This resulted in the artery being elevated about

6 mm, and this would prevent the artery from priming.

The evaporator end of the heat pipe was removed to repair the twist in the
wick, A small support was placed in the end of the heat pipe Lo hold the wick in its

proper position so that no further shifting of the wick could take place.

The heat pipe was reinstrumented and installed in the vacuum chamber to
test the ability of the artery to prime. The tests were repeated and again the artery
failed to prime. More X-rays were taken and indicated a slight twist of the wick in
the transport section. The artery appeared to be raised about one millimeter in this
area, The static wicking height of the open (unprimed) artery with liquid nitrogen is

only approximately 1.5 mm. Thus, it is possible that a combination of the slight ele-

wratinn nf tho antany and thn haat laad Aiivmine annl_dastiim futhinh manr Aavana A thAa sbAaaAr,
- - - N e Wy e e e T ee Wy e ‘1-_'_-_-.. £ o - o e —— oAty l»..r'.;

state parasitic requirements) resulted in a transport requirement exceeding the capa-

bility of the wnprimed artery.
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Ammonia at room temperature has a larger surlace tension and smaller density
than liquid nitrogen (at the boiling point of nitrogen). Hence, ammonia would prime the
artery easier than liquid nitrogen. Tests with ammonia would, therefore, indicate if

the artery was damaged and unable to prime.

The artery heat pipe was tested in ambient air with a charge of 3.42 grams of
ammonia which correspond to about a 60% volume overcharge of liquid (compared to the
2.6 grams of nitrogen charge)., The heat sink reservoir was filled with water to main-

tain the heat pipe condenser near room temperature during the tests.

The heat pipe was easily primed with no power applied by letting it come to
thermal equilibrium for about 15-30 minutes. It primed 2t a horizontal elevation and
at evaporator elevations up fo 1 mm above the condenser. Tests were conducted to
measure the transport capahility at several elevations from 3 to 12.5 em. At each
elevation, the maximum power transported before evaporator burn-out was about 10~
11 watts. The insensitivity of Qmax to elevation indicates a dry-out of the secondary
screw thread wick because the maximum radial heat flux was exceeded before the axial
heat transport capability of the artery was exceeded. The results also verify that the
artery is capable of being primed and that the static wicking height is at least 3/4 of

the theoretical value,
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APPENDIX A

CRYOGENIC HEAT PIPE THERMAL ANALYSIS PROGRAM

This appendix describes the utilization of the digital computer code "Cryogenic
Heat Pipe Thermal Analysis (CRYOTHERM). " The mathematical model upon which the
program is based and a description of typical results are given in Section 2.1 of this
report. A flow chart is shown in Figure A-1. Table A-1 describes the entries to be
made on the various input cards. The FORTRAN names, format, and units to be used
are also indicated for each entry. A listing of sample input data, for a special case
with eight regions, is presented in Table A-2. Finally, a listing of the entire program

is presented in Figure A-2.
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e-v

Input
Card

No.

to
NN

Format

213

4E6.4

12EG6. 4

TFortran

Name

NN
MORE

TO
TS
QI
POL

HO(N)
HI(N)
DO(N)
TK(N)
CK(N)
DX(N)

TABLLE A-1

INPUT DATA DESCRIPTION

Description

Number of regions (25 maximum)
Control point (> 0, more cases;

% 0 end after this case)
Surrounding environmental temperature
Sensor Temperature at X = 0
Heat Input at X =0
Printeout interval

External film coefficient
Internal film coefficient
Qutside diameter

Wall thickness

Thermal conductivity
Length of region

Units

K

K
watt

M

watt/c m2-K

watt/em“-K
cm
cm
watt/cm-K
cm
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TABLE A-2
SAMPLE INPUT DATA
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APPENDIX B

CRYOGENIC HEAT PIPE TRANSPORT ANALYSIS PROGRAM

This appendix describes the utilization of the digital computer code "Cryogenic
Heat Pipe Transport Analysis Program (CRYOTA)." A flow chart of this program is
shown in Figure B-1. Table B-1 describes the entries to be made on the various input
cards. The FORTRAN names, format, and units to be used are also indicated for each
entry. A listing of sample input data is presented in Table B-2, Finally, a listing of

the entire program is presented in Figure B-2.
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Reod Read
control Reuc.l operating
card headings temp.

Read Fecd Read
heat pipe performance tluid
geomelry [°Cf°' and properties

elevation

Reod Calculate Calculate
axial heat constant |- sonic
Fluxes valyes {imit

Qutput
Stop “violate
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Reud
nodal

system

/ Read
wick
geometry

%it

Runge-Kutta
H
4 horder - P! (Z)

Calculate

method

]

Coleulate
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drop for turbulent
liquid/vaper

FIGURE B -1
FLOW CHART FOR CRYOTA
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Calculale Output
amount of Calculated
fluid req'd results
Colculate Qmax
es
Y for uniform heat
input / output
no l

Calculate Qlgff
for uniform heat

input / oulput
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Input
Card
No.

Format

I3

Al10, A5

F10.5

8E10.4

2F10.5

F10.5

2F10.5

TABLE B-1

INPUT DATA DESCRIPTION

Fortran

Name

MORE

HD1
HD2

TEMP

RHOL
RHOV
XLAMD
S5IGMA
XMUL
XMUV

XMW
GAMMA

PERF
HIGH

Description

Control peint, integer < 1 for last set
of data, otherwise integer > 1

Headings (working fluid)

Operating temperature

Liquid density

Vapor density

Latent heat of vaporization
Surface tension

Dynamic liguid viscosity
Dynamic vapor viscosity

Molecular weight
Ratio of specific heats

G =0 Zero "g" environment
G =10One "g"environment

Performance factor
Elevation between condenser end and
evaporator end

Units

K

kg/ m>
kg/m®
W-sec/kg
N/m
kg/m-sec
kg/kg-sec

kg/ kg-mole
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Input
Card
No.

10

11

12

13

14

15

*NOTE: Where Iis from 1 to (NNE + NNA + NNC)

Format

3F10.5

213

E10.4

3E10.4

4E10. 4

313

8E10.1

8E10.1

IFFortran

Name

NLEV
XLAD
XLCO

1
I2

XMI

XKP
RPE

CCORE
XOD
TWALL
D1

D2

NNE
NNA
NNC
XAXIS(I)*

QR(D)*

Description

Length of evaporator section
Length of adiabatic section
Length of condenser section

Mesh size of coarse wick material
Mesh size of fine wick material

Minimtum Wick Width

Permeability S

Effective pumping radius for heat
transport

Effective pore radius for self-priming

Qutside diameter of heat pipe
Wall thiciness of heat pipe
Diameter of coarse wick material
Diameter of fine wick material

No. of divisions of evaporator section
No. of divisions of adiabatic section
No., of divisions of condenser section

Distance from condenser end

The corresponding heat flux at XAXIS({I)

Units

3828

B BB

B E8B8E
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. e]e254E+02=8.631E+01-64005E+01-4. 278E+01=3.199E+01=2.609E+01~6. 934E+00~2,448E+00

~=S B THES0T 2+ 3TTE=0T S5+651E=01 7.U53E~01 7+642E-01 T.B90E=01 7.994E-01 8,038E-01
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— e NOFLLFEy D YNAT HFRM—CORP+—E ALK EYSYIELE y—MA+—JHNE—1973 :
DIMENSION X0(110)«XA(110)9XR(110)+XLI110)sXC{110)+XOL(110)+QT(3)

e BTMENSTON AL+ DAL ATEMP IS ) 0P 1 0o XA IO PO e XML 2t )
NIMENSTON APEND(110) +PUML (110) sPVFL (1101 sPYV(110)+PL{110)+V2(110)
PIMENSEON-—FL-(110)+XMYZ 11000 V1 1100+ BONYF (110} X AXIS L1100 4514110
DIMENSTON 52(110)

e 3P FORMAT— (5204 7)

93 FORMAT (//# MASS OF THE WORKTMG FLUID REQUIRED(KG)#)

| S4—FORMAT {£E2047)

! 126 FORMAT (//% THFE OERFORMANCF FACTOR 15%)

o] 32— FORMAT /T hg Flhy 2

500 READ(Se49R) MORE
READ (545005)—HO -+ HP?
5005 FORMAT (A104AS)
400 FORMAT (413)
READ (545010) TEMP

- 5010-FORMAT (RF11).,5)

READ (5+5009) RHOL «RHOVsXLAMD<STGMA » XMUL ¢ XMUV

5000 FORMAT-(BELD-vl}— '

READ (5550101 XMWeGAMMA

READ (= _CALOY--
LA WAy [P il W A e AALSE ST AN SN

QFAD (S+5010) PFRFWHIGH
e ARAD (545010 F Ve XAD X CO —_
PEAN (54698) [1412
e PEAD-(5+5009) XW[ S - —
READ (S+5009) xKP+PPE+CCORE
PEAD {5,500Q) ¥ADTWALL +D1 D2 ]
PHI=0,0
e S16Nzl.0 '
XMMT=2, 0801 44,0802 |
. BEAD (5.4h98) —  NNESNNASNNG ;
: NN=NNE +NN & +NNC : |
i

NIT NI |
M =M -]

XAXIS(1)=0.0 !
— READ (G020 A XAXTSAT) e IR e NNy .

| 702 FORMAT (8F10.1)

READ (S 7641 (AR 4TIy T=T e NM) - = S
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(r

ng

(penuniuo)) Z-4 AUNDIA

TA4 FOBMAT (RF10,3)
e = e Y

LEEC?=NNC
e L EEAENNG O o

LEEAP=NNC+NNA

e - NADZ] e

[ IF (LEEA2,GE.LFFA1) GO TO 703
L NAD=DH

' 703 LFFEL=NNC+NNA+1

SR o Vo M- 7. VNI =5 DU - —

QR (I)=NR (T} #PERF

T CONTINYE
TI=1

IO =0
Tt

XI.HP=XLFV+XLAD+YLLCO

— XLEFF=XIADAXLEVA2 D4 XECO/R2,0

XIN=X0OD=2,0%TWALL

REEADN=X TN S TGt Tkt
LATAIR Rt o L an e = L e

CAREA=(XIN#XID/4,0}#3,14159%(1,0/10.0

)

ol
FAR2 %W

XNL=STGMA=XL AMN#RHOL / XMUL

————EPAHDSP ¢ A ST GUARCOS LPHT/RPE -~ omre

BODY=RHOL*#9.,8% (xTD+SIGN*HIGH)

~——-CHEAD=CPGHD=RRRY =" | ST
C O R=XID/2.0
o CCORF =200 ST GMA e COS (PRI EEORF—— =
CCORF=CCORE/ (RHNL®"9,8) B

e BOMNICS AL GAMMARTEMP R ] (AR 1544 ,373432 ., 2/X
WRTTFE (6s10)
— J0-FORMAT_ (#]4)

MW)#40.,5) #043048

WRTTE (A0}

0OR_T AN AL Y SIS

I AN
1 FOR CRYODGFENTIC H E
WRITE {6461)

60 EORMAT (Lef2/f% W E AT 1.0

S
A

p
T PTIPE®

61 FORMAT (/s///% T NPUT N AT A#)
WRITE _(6.462) .

i 62 FORMBT (////% M EAT . P1PE
URITE (£,566)

PROPERTTIESH)

' 66 FORMAT (//% OUTSIDE DIAMETER (M)
WRITE (54A7). - XODSTHALL

MIN. WALL THICKNESS (M)#)

| 67 FORMAT (/2E20,7)



{penunuo)) Z-4 TUANDII

AB_EORPMAT (AsR  LENGTH- OF THE. HEAT -PIPE_SECTIONS#)

WRITE (6969) ,
AO_ENOMAT {Lrs EVAR (M) AD-) COND

1(M) TOTAL (M) ®)
WRITE (470 XLFEVaXLAD«XLCOaXLHP —_

< 70 FOPMAT (/74E20.7)
—  WRITE (He?3)}—

P73 FORMAT (//7/7/% W T C K GEOMETRY®

WO T TE (£ o74)
L X F . T 1 v r

74 FORMAT (//% SLAR WICK GEQOMETRY®)
e WRITE (6437411112

'174 FORMAT(//18H COMPOSITE WICK (+T3+22H MESH SCREEN CORE AND +I3+13H
REEN)Iy—————— —— 3

WRITE (6475) |
_ 75 FNRMAT (ss# DEGMEARTLITY(M=M)  MIN, EEF, PUMPING RAD.(M)  MIN.

) WICK THICKNESS (M)#)
e WRITE (6sT6)_XKR4ROE ¢ XMWT

76 FORMAT (/2E20,7¢5X+E20,7)
WRITE (6,10)

WRITF (6477)

77 EOQMAT (ss% E | 1} 1.0 PonpPERTIE SH)

WRTTE (6478) HN14HD2y TEMP
78 _FORMAT_ (//LRH__WORKING - FLULD —=—+ALl0 s AS6H AT +F6,2.3H(K)) —

WRITE (A+79)
79 FORMAT..{/f%  SUQFAGE - FENSIONAN /M)

LATENT _HEAT(W=S/ZKG)#)

WRTITE (5+480) STGMA4XLAMD

an CARMAT (22FE20 _T.)
At LN e Sy SRS B

WRTTE (64R1) '
1 FOPMAT- {4/ | 10, DENSLITYAKG M-M=M) . VAPOR _DENSITY.(KG/M=M=M)2)

WRITE (6482) RHOLWRHOV
_R2.FEORMAT (/RE20,7)————

WRTITF (6483) _
A EORMAT (£ TR, VISCASTIINAKA/MmS)— VAROR MISCOSITY(KG/M=5)8)

WRITE (fe84) XMUL ¢ XMUV

GhH  EORMAT (/2FE20 .7
e B TrTerTeT v v T

WRITE (6+2000)

2000 FORMAT (A% MOLECUL-ARUWT RAT-1O “E_SPEGJF42—HEATS*!

WRITF (6+84) XMWYeGAMMA

WARITE {(A . 184)
LA L L 3" A A

| 1R4 FORMAT (//% L1OUID TRANSPORT FACTOR(W/M=M) #)
o WRITE (64185} XN ’ |

' 1A5 FORMAT (/F20,7)
: WRLTF {6-«3R8)
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(penunuo)) -9 AHANOII

— AR _FORMAT (/F20,7410XeE204 70—

| 'RRR FORMAT . {(////% HE & T TRANSPORT REQUIREMEN f
h | T4 _
WRITE (6+126)
e WRITE {64+132) -PERF S —
_ WRITE (65+889) .
—RAGFORMAT /A% ELEVATIONAMI ). . | ' : U
RITE (6532) RIGH = | :
S CHEEK D=0 e i A o

CDNP = 0 [ ] 0 ! ) .“.“‘ T ' _
' 53 - =t
805 FORMAY (/77777
e WRITE ({6+290). . -
T90 FORMAT (s//% HF AT FLUX {(W/M) VERSUS DISTA
— INC F (My F DA M... THE G-0-N-D-E- NS5 F P E N _D#)
WRITE (6.791)
701 FORMATY (fptr e XAMY . HMEAT _ELUX(W/M)
] X (M) HEAT FILUX{W/M) =)

e WRITE (£4792) (XAXTISAL)aQR(T) o T=l.aNM)
792 FORMAT (2F20.7+20Xs2F20.7)
Ihi=1
; ORMAX=0R (1)
e DO T T —J=2 s LEF
IF (ORMAX=0OR{J)) 7724771771
772 IN=J
PRMAX=QR { IN)
?11 r‘mrr ]'MIII‘-'
ASONTC=0RMAX# (2, 0% (GAMMA+] . D)) 240,57/ (XLAMD#RHOV#SONIC)
_WRITE {Ae)0) -
WRITF (6485) -
e BSFORMAT (2L % O T P U T D_A_T_As) : ;
WRITE (64+96) ’
— 06 FORMAT (22048 & € | F = PR R T M I NG REOULTREMENTs)
‘ WRITE (6+87)
A7 -FORMAT (/2% __CARILLARY _HEAD.EOR.CORE (M) — _ _REQUIRED. HEAD (M) %
WRITE (6eRB) CCNRFRHEAD

WRITE (£.769) : .
—760 FORMAT (42§ Ao N Y ¢ | T M I T ATTON (BRASED 0N

1 MAXTMUM HEAT FLUX (W/Mry#)
WRITE (64201 : —
201 FORMAT (//% SONIC VELOCITY(M/S) MINIMUM VAPOR AREA (M=M

1_FOR SONIC LIMITATIONS) \

% -t —k=T

WRTTF (64202) SANIC,ASONIC
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B004 40 .
TVNIDIIO

krrivall ¥oo
ST ADVH

(penunjuo)) z-9 THADLI

2R FEORMAT ({£R20- 710Xk 20.,. 1)

BR=T2RB/2.N

THETA=ACNS LRAR)
C=R&#SIN(THETA)

———AFV=2- A2RURITHETA=2, D #BAC
AV=AFY

!r.' IACHI\ITT‘ GT _AFRMY &0 TO 2
Yot e R Y —— ¢ =

WRITE (Ae10)

1

WRITE (6.+50)

i S0 FORMAT (/7//7% H F AT TRANSPORT ANALYST S#®)

i
R=X TI'\IQ ﬂ

‘741 B=T28/2.0

t“L_lL'!" 2
LA ALY

THFTA ACOS{R/R)

P—D&E’Thl lTUrTA\
H M

AFV ? 1 Q“Q*R*THFT A-E .O“R“C

______.__A_y__nru
AW=3,14163#R#R~-AFY

. _,wp-‘n e#lﬂ NaTiiE T AL
LBl ARG NN N RSN

DHV=6 ,0#AFV /WP

DMWY 22 0
LR A= LT A S v

DO 708 I=1+LEE

————B OB A2 RHOL B O RO IR+ S TONAHT GHEXAX TS () X EHR -3 G-

=CPGHD=-BONDYF (1)
| o

w z

Fobxh- - -

X(1)1=0.0 . ! 5 '¢

T [l
——r—en v-.»t

e XMEZ ALY =R Y e e
709 CALL pxcon,anun.n.xAxts,nv.xucn.nHov.xMUV.vaz.xwuL xMLz.RHOL.Aw.

e -} U KPP g TRCAMN o X 4P o ToNg NN AFNVY —
’ IND=TMND+1

k]
-

%
.

: XML ZLINDY =X (1)
* IF (IND=-LEEC2) 709+710+710

N

1 T=XAXIS{LEECZ)

X (1) =XMLZ (LEEC?2)
1IF (NAD LTIV GO TO 719 C

717 CALL RK(0°9KLAM0909XAXISORV9X!CDyRHOVoXMUVsXMV?9XMUL9XMLZoRHOLoAWO

. — e

P I XKD s TSCAN 4 X s P o T.a Mo LND.o. AEV)
IND=TND+1

o XMLZLIND)=XA1)
IF (IND-LEEF1) 7177184718 - - -
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| ggv TVNIOTEO

(psnunjuo)) Z-9 FUNDOII

_ 718 T=XAXIS(LEEELl}

l X (1)=XMLZ(LEEEY)
F1¥QaGA£L—RK40R+1kAmDaQ+XAKLS;RV;X!CD-QHDVQXMUV4XMV7;XMUL;XMLZJRHOLLAHL

; 1XKP 4 ISCAN s X ePeT oMy TNDsAFV)
180=INDa)

XMILZ (TND) =X (1)
Y IE.{IND LT LEE) GO TO-T19 -

g DO 720 T=1eLEE
XMMZ (T =XMLZ (1)

" 720 CONTINUE

IMAXY =] ! !
AMAX=XMLZ (1)
NO_721 J=2sLEFE _—

IF (AMAX=XMLZ (J)) 7P3+721,721
—7P3—IMAN I

AMAX=XMLZ (J)
721 CONTINUE

"7 DO 724 1=1.LEE
o ARENDALLEReNEXMYZ LI A (e IALSQtKMUV*RU‘

774 CONTINUE
ARENOLIMAX )Y =2, 08XMLZ (IMAXI /{3, 141598 XMUV*RY)

IF (ARFENO(IMAX) 46T ?POO 0) GO 10O 751

rmn—l

© ISCAN=]

IT=0_,0
T 7w

A4

X{})=CONP

DUfl\—Vfl\

725 CALL RKtﬂpoxLAMH-OQXAKISQRV9X!COyRHDVoKMUV.XMV?yXMULoXMLZoRH0L9AW9

TP ITT VI BN SN 41120 AFAL)
it

IND=TND+}

Dy L INMOL=XI1)
P A DS A

IF (IND=LFEC2) 725,72k 726

LR Ao

X(])“PV[IFECZ)

TF IMAn IT l\ rn Tﬁ 790

ey

-——1—K-KQ9~LS€-AM+P o T-obie TND-A VD
IND=TND+1

e —— PV END

IF (IND=LEEEL) 727+72R728

IR Fe X AXIS-HEEE
X(1)=PV(LFEEL}
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(penunjuo)) Z-g FANDHIA

—FPO—CALLRELQARXLAMD ¢ 0. XA IS0 RY o X-CO0-PHOV.4 XMUV. g XMV Z g XML o XML Z s RHOL o Ay -
IXKP e ISCANSXeP o ToaMe TMN S AFV)
————— FMB=IND+Y - —
PV (TINMY =X({])

1 LIMNMB 1. T 1 ECY rn T 720
L AL AL L "L L S P S A | LAY ) T

GO TO 73n
——?‘;—f*-}’\lﬂ -3
T=0.D : ,
L - IS5CANZR- R, \
X{1)=CONP '. i .
Ry pr e e : ‘# N i oA
; 711 CALL pK(QWOKLAMH-QOXAXTSQRVQXICﬂ;ﬁ ov UV KMV?!XMULOXMLZ!RHOLJAH;'
ek AP 4 LSO AN 4 X o P Ta Mo TND 4 AFY ) _
IND=TND+1
e RMVAINDY =X ]
IF (IND=-LFEC2) 731+732.732
732 T=YAXTSU FEC2)
X{)=PV(LFEC2)
~IE _{NAD I T o )-GO FTO_ 7350
ISCAN=S '
~T33-CALL _RK(NQ 4 XL AMN 4N 4 XAX TS s RV e X|-CO4RHOV.o. XMW oJ(M»VZ ‘MLMLZJRHD-L—‘-A-U-'—
1KKP!TqCANJXOP-T9N9THDOAFV)
IND=TMD]
PYLIND)=X (1) -
e PV (1) =X {1}
IF (IND=LFEF1) 7337344734
— 734 T=XAXYTSO FEF]}
X(1 1=y (LFEEL1)
F3A50--JSCAM=A
735 CALL RK(QRsXLAMD¢Ne XAXTISsRVeXLENsRHOV « XMIIV XMV7OXMUL1XMLZQRHOLOAHO
e LXK P TS CAN ¢ X 0 Py T oo TND AFV)
INN=IND+1
SO + AV 0 4SRNSO 5 O —— —_— ' :
IF (INDL,LT.LEEY GO TO 735 . ‘

i
+

t

ISCAN=4 .
T=0,0- L
X (1) =CONP , ;
e P L)) =X e e e '

736 CALL RK(QRsXLAMD, ﬂo)&'AXI‘%cRVeXLCO;RHOV-XMUVoKMV?oXMUL-KMLZoPHOL AWs
IXKP g TGCAN X 9P o T oMo IND S AFV) “

I ND: IND+] ‘ .
— PLIIND)=XA(]1) e e e o o — f
' IF (IND=-LFEC?) 7364737737

roTm o - ‘ L. L - - e e
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737 JI=XAXISALEEC2):

LE—NAD LT )—60—T0 740

1 X (1) =PL(LEEC2)
t
i

738 CALL RK{(QRsXLAMDsOQeXAXISsRVsXLCOsRHOV ¢ XMUV 9 XMVZ s XMUL » XMLZ 9 RHOL » AW

I XKR4ISCANsX+R s Tohs INDAEY)
| IND=IND+1
 PLIND)=XHL

f IF C(IND=LFEE1l) 738+739+739

—VAVTC[] ::cl\
‘_?"3‘94-71 e = —r o 4

X(1) PL(LEEEII

240 CALL RKALQRSXLAMD ¢ 39 XAX LS s RV-9-X1-COs RHOV s XMUV.9 XMUZ ¢ XMUL .9 XML ZsRHOL . Al-0—— -

| 1XKP s ISCANs X'sPyToNs INDs AFV)
— IND=IND+l

PL{IND)=X(1)

1k lTl\Iﬁ LT lCE\ o000 7140
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SCOPE

1.0

This procedure defines the final cleaning of aluminum tubing for use with

nitrogen in cryogenic heat pipe applications just prior to welding end caps. It applies

to the tubing itself and any form of stainless steel wick structure which may be inside

at the time of this final cleaning.

2.0

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

3.0

Federal: O-M-232 Methyl Alcohol, Methanol

Military: Mil-T-81533 1, 1, 1 - Trichloroethane (Methyl
Chloroform)Inhibited Vapor Degreasing

WARNINGS & CAUTIONS

4.0

3.1 Use in a ventilated area. Avoid prolonged or repeated breathing

of trichloroethane and methanol vapors. \

3.2 Avoid prolonged contact with skin., Wear rubber gloves while han-

dling trichloroethane,

3.3 Trichloroethane and methanol should be kept away from flames and

other ignition sources when used where vapors may be concentrated.

PROCEDURE

4.1 Rinse tube thoroughly in clean hot (100—1200F) trichloroethane for

five (5) minutes.

4,2 Repeat step 4.1 using room temperature clean methanol.

4.3 Drain in air for fifteen (15) minutes.

4.4 Submerge in room temperature solution of 20% nitric acid for five (2)
minutes,



5.0

4.8

4.9

NOTES

Rinse thoroughly in clean tap water. Flush at least twenty (20) tube

volumes of water through pipe.

Rinse with distilled water and drain for twenty (20) minutes in a class
100, 000 controlled environment arca. This step must be initiated
immediately after completion of prior step (before tap water dries in

tube).

Cover open ends of tube with lint-free pure cellulose cloth and tie in

place.
Dry in oven at 250°F for 1 hour.

Store in class 100, 000 controlled environment area.

This section is not applicable to this procedure.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Scope

The testing program for the Cryogenic Prototype Heat Pipes consists

of a series of mechanical, environmental, and thermal performance tests. This

Test Plan details the types of tests to be performed to verify the heat pipes’' op-

erating parameters.

1.2

Item Description

1.3

1.2, 1 Qualification Samples

Six (6) small samples and one (1) full size sample will be
fabricated aécording to Dynatherm Drawing 031-1026-009 and to
031-1007-029 respectively anc subjected to radiographic and pres-
sure tests to verify the integrity of the chosen design. All samples
will undergo the same machining, handling, and welding processes
as the final prototype heat pipes.

1.2, 2 Prototype Heat Pipes

Two (2) prototype heat pipes will be fabricated according
to Dynatherm Drawing 031-1003-009 and 031-1003-019, They shall
be capable of interfacing with the VM engine and be suitable for space
application with the JCICLE System,

Design Regquirements

1.3.1 Mechanical Requirements

The cryogenic heat pipe sysiem as defined in Dynatherm
Drawing 031-1003 must be capable of meeting the VM interface re-

quirements specified in Airesearch Manufacturing Company document

-4 -



#69-5869 (21) Appendix A.

The prototype heat pipes shall have a mechanical integrity
capable of withstanding a nonoperating storage at temperatures up to
340K (1500F) and thermal cycles down to 75 to BOK.

1.3.2 Thermal Performance Requirements

The heat pipes will be designed for a maximum heat rejec-
tion at the condenser of 4 watts with an elevation head of 0. 254 cm.
The heat pipe will be designed for an optimum heat transport at 80K
measured on the cgndenser wall but shall be operable over the range

from 75K to 90 K.

2.9 APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, the latest issue of the documents listed below are

a part of this test plan to the extent described and in the manner interpreted herein.

MIL-C-45662 Calibration System Reguirements

MIL~-STD-~453 X-Ray Laboratory Procedures for the
Certification of Inspection of Aircraft
Components

MIL-R~45774 (MI) Radiographic Inspection, Soundness Re-
quirements for Fusion Welds in Aluminum

DTM-031-1026-009 Qualification Samples (6 Small Samples)

DTM~-031-1007-029 Qualification Samples (Full Size Samples)

DTM-031-1003 Prototype Heat Pipes

Airesearch #69-5869 (21) VM Engine Interface Requirements

Appendix A
3,0 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
3.1 Standard Conditions for Test Area

Laboratory conditions for conducting tests shall be as listed below



unless otherwise specified herein:

a. Temperature : 25° + 4°c
b. Relative Humidity : 55% or less
c. Barametric Pressure : Room ambient

3.2 Test Equipment Calibration

Instrument calibration shall be in accordance with MIL-C-45662,
specifying instrument accuracy, calibration periods, calibration facilities,
and the procedure used to control instrument certification. All calibration
shall be made with instruments whose calibration is traceable to the National

Bureau of Standards.

QUALIFICATION TESTS

4,1 Test Objectives

To demonstrate the reliability and safeness of the heat pipes during

storage at ambient temperature.

4,2 Test Equipment
{a) Veeco Leak Detector
Model : MS 90 AB

~-10

Sensitivity : 2 x 10 std.cc/sec.

(b) Hydrostatic Test Stand
Range : 0-8650 PSI

{(c) Harvard Trip Balance
Model : Double Beam
Range : 0-2000 gm
Sensitivity : 0.1 gm



4.3

(d) Digital Voltmeter
Model : Cubic Model V-70 and Amplifier A-45
Range : 10 millivolts to 1000 volts
Sensitivity : 0.01 millivolf maximum

(e) Liquid Nitrogea Bath

Qualification Tests

Six (6) small samples will be fabricated according to Dynatherm

Drawing 031-1026-009. Each sample will be helium leak checked to a sen-

sitivity of 1 x 10~

9 std.ce/sec. and the welds will be radiographically

inspected per MIL—STD-—453 and interpreted per MIL-R-45774 (MI}).

4.3.1 Hydrostatic Proof Pressure Tests

Eéch sample will be hydrostatically tested at room tem-
perature for 10 minutes to a pressure corregponding to that expected
within the prototype heat pipes during stiorage at the maximum tem-
perature of 150°F. TFigure 4.3-1 is a schematic of the setup for the
hydrostatic tests.

4.3.2 Cryogen Leakage Tests

After passing the Hydrostatic Proof Pressure Test,
ecach sample will be tested for possible cryogen leakage. The
six (6) samples will be helium leak checked, filled with repre-
sentative quantities of cryogen and then seal welded. The actuzal
charge will be determined by weighing the samples to an accu-
racy of tO. 1 gm before and after filling. Figure 4.3-2 illustrates

the test setup for filling the samples.
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FIGURE 4. 3-1
MECHANICAL SCHEMATIC OF HYDROSTATIC PRESSURE TEST
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FIGURE 4. 3-2
SCHEMATIC OF TEST SETUP FOR FILLING TEST SAMPLES



Throughout the subsequent non-destructive tests, the
charged samples will be periodically observed for any loss of

weight indicating a loss of cryogen.

4,3.3 Long-Term Storage Test

Three of the filled samples will be stored at 75°F + 5°F
for the remainder of the program to confirm the long-term creep
strength of the containment material. Dimensional measurements
on the sarnpleé at the beginning and end of this test will be used to

determine the importance of creep.

4.3.4 Material Fatigue Test

The remaining three filled samples will undergo a series
of 10 thermal cycles between 77 K and 300 K to provide a material
fatigue safety margin., Dimensional measurements made on the
samples before and after the thermal cycle test will be used as the
criteria for determining if any distortion occurred and a weight

measurement will determine the integrity of the walls and welds.

4,3.5 Burst Pressure Tests

The three (3) samples used in the material fatigue test
will then be subjected to a burst test by heating the samples slowly
and monitoring the temperature until failure occurs. Figure 4.3-3
is a schematic of the setup for this test. The pressure corresponding

to the burst temperature will be determined analytically.

4,3.6 Full Scale Hydrostatic Pressure Tests

A final pressure test will be made on a full scale heat pipe

-10 -
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5.0

of the same configuration as the prototype heat pipes, including the
storage volume if required, This sample will be hydrostatically
proof pressure tested in the same manner as the small samples
previously tested (see Figure 4.3-1). The sample will also be
hydrostatically pressure tested at room temperature on the same
test fixture until failure occurs in order to determine the actual

safety margin in the design.

PERFORMANCE TESTS

5.1

Test Objeci:ives

It is the objective of these tests to verify the predicted thermal

performance and the operating limitations of the heat pipes. Engineering

data will be generated to design cryogenic temperature heat pipes for space-

craft environments as well as ground testing, It is also an objective of these

tests to uncover design weaknesses so that improvements can be evaluated.

5.2

Test Equipment

{a) Digital Voltmeter
Model ; Cubic Model V-70 and Amplifier A-45
Range + 10 millivelts to 1000 volts

Sensitivity : 0,01 millivolt maximum

(b) Weston Wattmeter
Model : 310
Accuracy : +1/4%

{c}) Surveyor's Transit
Model : K&E
Accuracy : + .005 inch at 10 feet

-12 -



5.3

(d) Ice Bath

(e) Vacuum Chamber

Performance Tests

5.3.1 Calibration of Thermocouples and Test Fixture

Chromel-alumel thermocouples to be used in the perfor-
mance tests will be calibrated against two reference baths; i.e.,
boiling Nz at one atmosphere and an ice bath. Only those thermo-
couples which.meet a maximum tolerance of +5 K at the two tem-
peratures will be accepted for use in the test program.

With a prototype heat pipe installed in the vacuum chamber,
a series of tests will be conducted to determine the parasitic heat
leak into the walls of the heat pipe. This test will also be used to
calibrate the heat shunt for measuring the heat removal at the con-
denser end of the heat pipe. Figure 5.3-1 is a schematic of this test.
The temperature drop across the thermal shunt will be measured for
various electrical heat inputs. A linear relationship should exist
between temperature drop and electrical heat input. The heat shunt
calibration is determined from the slope of this line and the heat
input intercept when AT is zero (this value is the parasitic heat
leak'and should occur at a negative heat input). An analysis of the

insulation effectiveness will be performed from these results.

5.3.2 Start-Up Procedure

The prototype heat pipe will be mounted in the vacuum

chamber and instrumented. Tests will be conducted only in the

- 13-
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FIGURE 5. 3-1
SCHEMATIC FOR TESTS IN VACUUM CHAMBER



sensor-off (zero electrical power) condition and with the evaporator
elevated 0. 264 cm above the condenser. Cool-down of the system
will be initiated by introducing liquid nitrogen into the heat exchanger
(see Figure 5.3-1). The temperature along the heat pipe will he
monitored to observe changes with time as the heat pipe cools down
to cryogenic temperatures. This procedure will be repeated for
several different cool-down times by varying the rate at which liquid
nitrogen is introduced into the heat exchanger. A cool down time is
defined as the time it takes to cool the condenser as measured at

the interface joint, from room temperature to 80 K + b5 K. Three
tests will be conducted for different cool-down times from a maximum

of 120 minutes to a minimum of 80 minutes,

5.3.3 Heat Pipe Performance

5.3.3.1 Design Performance

The heat pipes will be operated with the evap-
orator elevated 0. 254 c¢m above the condenser at an elec-
trical heat load of 0.5 watts. The condenser temperature
shall be 80 K + 5 K. Temperature profiles along the heat
pipes will be measured in order to determine the evaporafor

and condenser A T's.

[ |
cr
s:
| N

icai Transport Capability Tests

The performance design margin and the heat
pipe's sensitivity to elevation will be determined by mea-

suring the maximum heat transport capability at several
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